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lively interest he- has manifested in this measure, 
and the attention and efficientaid he has given it, 
entitle him to the gratitude of the whole sae 
He has, in my judgment, rendered a service to the 
counyry, and especially to that meritorious class of 

rsons embraced in the bill, which they will be 
slow to forget. 

The gendeman from Alabama, too, [Mr. Coss,} 
who reported the present bill from the committee of 
wi ich he is a member, who has shown himself so 
determinedly its friend, and who was the first, I be- 
lieve, to direct, by resolution, the attention of this 
House to this subject—to him, also, do I take 
pleasure in tendering my acknowledgments for 
what | regard as service valuable and just to a de- 
serving class of our fellow-citizens. 

1 hope, Mr. Chairman, the bill may become a 
law without unnecessary delay; and | feel confi- 
dent that the country will approve it. 

Mr. HOLMES next obtained the floor, and 


first place, that when we entered into the war it || 
was of somewhet doubtful issue, but that we sub- || 
sequently made acquisitions of territery, which | 
served as additional security to the creditors of the 
Government, and consequently the credit of the 
| nation proportionally rose. But I wish to ask 
the honorable gentleman, how dves his inquiry 
affect this question as to the mortgage virtually | 
existing upon the public land? : 

Mr. BAYLY. The creditors of the Govern- | 
| ment, by means of the loan in which the lands 
| were not pledged, have no security arising from 
| that source, and lands acquired subsequently can- 
not be considered as being pledged. 

Mr. HOLMES. I wish to put this question to 
the gentleman: Suppose that he were in want of 
| money, which he found it difficult to raise, and || 
| that he should pledge the annual proceeds of his 
farm for the repayment of a loan, first for the reduc- 
tion of the interest, and secondly for the reduction 
proceeded to address the committee. He desired || of the principal, and that after the money had 
to ask the Chair in what consisted the difference || been borrowed, additions were made to his farm, | 
or siffilarity between this bill and the Wilmot || by improvements or otherwise, would he feel him- 
proviso? ‘The difference (observed Mr. H.) isex- || self authorized to divert any of the proceeds of 
actly this: The Wilmot previso designs by force || his crops of corn, wheat, or tobacco, to another 
of this Government, in the exercise of its mighty || purpose, and tura round to his creditor and say, 
powers, 10 cheat one section of the country for the | | want to use this money for some other pur- 
benefit of another. ‘This bill proposes by the like || pose—I want to give it to my ehildren, or L want 
action of this central Government, to cheat all the || to drive in a new coach. | feel rich enough to pay 
States for the benefit of a few speculators. | you. when I choose.” [ put the question to the 

Now, sir, the public domain, whether acquired || gentleman, would this be a fulfillment of the obli- 
by conquest, or whether acquired by donation || gation? Would this be keeping faith with his 
from the generous old Dominion, was intended || creditor? 





expressly as a common fund for the common ben- || Mr. BAYLY. I do not see the analogy. 
eficof the States constituting one common country. |} Mr. McCLERNAND. Will the gentleman 


And, sir, to show that that was the light in which 
it was viewed by this Government, and that it 
was so regarded by the nation when we emerged 
from the Mexican war, I put this question, and | 
nut it to the honesty of every man now preseni— | 
bid not this Government, when the struggle was 
past and the Mexican campaign ended, put forth | 
« proclamation declaring that the entire fund aris- 
ing from the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, should be held liable for the redemption of 
the debt that had been incurred in the prosecution 
of the war? Lask gentlemen, Did they or did they 
not mortgage these lands, and if they did mort- || been hypothecated before. Thatis the argument 
gage the land—if your stocks, raised upon the hy- || on the opposite side. Now, lask every gentle- 
pothecation of that land, has gone into foreign || man in this House—no, ldo not ask the gentle- 
markets, into the hands of those capitalists.who || man from Virginia, for he does not see the analogy 
confided in your declaration—I ask whether you 
are not doing wrong in giving away this fond }—- 
whether you are not doing an act that no honest 
man, acting in his individual capacity, would dare 
to do even in Wall street? 

Sir, in that street of immense business, and im- 


from South Carolina allow me to ask him a ques- 
| tion? 

Mr. HOLMES. 
| must excuse me, I want to finish what | have to 
say. I gave way to the gentleman from Virginia 


tleman individually. 1 should never be able two 
get through with what | haveto say. Now, the 
only answer that can be given to my argument is 





that in the subsequent loan we got a premium, 





be remembered that it is righteousness that exal- 
eth a nation—I ask whether it would be just, under 
mense capital, if a man makes a mortgage on || any system of ethics, to divert this fund to any 
which he raises a fund, and afterwards sells and || other purpose? But it is said, here sa class ot 
transfers such mortzaged property, and faila to || meritorious individuals who have served their 
pay the mortgage, he is treated as being dishonest, 
even by that honorable and highminded company || men who have achieved so much glory for their 
of brokers and shavers. And, sir, so importast || country. Why, sir, is not a greater trivute due to 
do I think this obligation—to preserve the thing || those who went forth to the field, voluntarily and 
mortgaged—in a national point of view, that | wish || enthusiastically, in the war with Mexico? but is 
svlemaly to cail the attention of this committee .o || this an excuse for committing a wrong? Oh, gen- 
it, Men should not do, when congregated tugether, 
= oe er oe ve ashamed to do as individ- 
als. 1 ask that this mortgage may be read b 
the Clerk. The Clerk read the 19th Lastidet of the 
act of 1847, authorizing: the issue of Treasury 
hots, a loan, and fur other purposes. 

Mr. BAYLY. Wiil the gentleman allow me to 
ask him a question? 


Mt. HOLMES. Certainly; but the gentleman 





| mercy. 1 beg gentlemen, ifthey do mean to give 
away these lands, to reflect upon the right they 


selvés have hypothecated. 

Now, | will ask another question. “Says the 
gentleman from Illinois, these lands can never pay 
the debt for which they have been hypothecaied. 
Must not put a question which it may be difficult || That may be, or it may not. But I put this ques- 
for me to answer, [a h.] tion: If, as the gentleman from Illinois says, 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire to ask the gentleman || these lands have not yielded more than seventeen 
whether the loan that was negotiated by this Gov- || cents an acre, what does his argument amount to? 


oun in 1848, was not obtained u as favor- || It amounts to this: We should not apply this 
reg terms as the loan of 1847, notwithstanding the || fund to the purpose originally designed, because 
. which the gentleman so strongly insisis upon, || there is not € of it to accomplish that pur- 

at the public lands were pledged in 1847 for the || pose. Thatis tosay, thatif | had a of property 
Fe; ayment of the money borrowed? Did not that || which | had 


emium? 


co 
Mr. HL sMES, | will say to the gentleman 


The gentleman from Illinois | 
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proceeds to othet purposes and refuse to pay the 


principal or interest upon the mortgage. 


| do not 


ask she gentieman from Virginia, for he does not 


see the analogy. 


Well now, | say these public 


lands have yielded from two to three millions of 


| dollars annually: that will pay the interest upon a 


large sum;and | pat this question now to our 
northern friends who have been pleading on this 


floor day afier day for free trade: 


Ave you pre- 


pared—and here | come in conflict with my frend 


t 


I 
t 


| again, | fear—are you, for the purpose of aiding 


his grand dis' ributive bounty scheme, prepared to 
lace in the hands of these agents and speculators 
hese donations of land? Lconfess that | am not. 


The operations of the manufacturing esubhesh- 
ments of Pennsylvania have for the most part 
been suspended, and gentlemen have already told 


| us that there must be a tariff imposed, and my 


friend, while on the one side he wishes to defeat 


| the bill, draws the same sort of conclusion on the 


other side. by stating that if this bill passes, the 
abstraction of such an amount will create & neces- 
sity for an equal amount to be raised——but in what 


| way? 
| for that purpose. 


repeatedly, but | really cannotargue with each gen- | 


that which was given by the leader of their party, | 


The gentlemarcan devise but two schemes 
The first is internal taxativn. 
I take it, however, that if the South agree to that, 
the Wes: will not, and | ask my frienda of the 


| West, Are your constituenta willing to go for in- 


ternal taxation? Lapprehend they are not. Well, 
then, if they are not willing, and the Whigs have 
the power at this moment, | ask, are you soutpern 
free trade Democrats willing to allow a tariff to be 
placed upon iron and coal? 

But | speak of those who, upon the priociple of 
free trade, are not limited by a modification of 
their own policy; and | ask this question—if gen- 
tlemen will not agree to internal or direct taxation, 
will my friend from Virginia, and others who 
advocate free trade on all occasions, go for this 
measure? The question might be asked with 
fearful import, 

1 will tell you what the effect of this bill will be. 
It will have the effect of dividing parties in this 
House, of controlling everything, of swallowing 
up the public lands. 1 do not mean swallow up 


| in the sense as explained by the gentleman over 


although the proceeds of the public lands had |) 


|| upom the extent of the population. 
between tne cuse of the Government and that of | 
an individual—but if there ts an analogy, | ask | 
any man who calls himself a conacientious, a | 
righteous man—and in reference to a nation, it will | 


country faithfully, and were worthy soldiers— | 


tlemen say, do justice to these old soldiers. Aye, | 
do justice and love mercy, Justice is put before || 


have so to dispose of property which they them- || 


the way. I mean practically swallowing up, so 
far as the amount of the value is concerned. No 
land can be made productive without actual oceu- 
| pation and cultivation. Tre value must depend 
This popula- 
uon has but two modes of increase—by nature 
and by emigration. Increase in both these ways 
is certain and irrevocable; but all transportation 
across the ocean requires the ouday of large sums, 
and the consequence is, that Ireland has a starving 
population of halfa million. ‘The emigration to 
this country amounts to from three and a half to 
four hundred thousand annually. Well, now, 
| what will you bave done by giving up these lands? 
Will you have populated them? No, sir. But 
you will place in the hands of speculators im- 
mense quantiues of land, and these men wil! be 
enabled to govern and keep in their own heads 
the prices of those lands. [t will have the effect, 
| also, of inducing men to enter into this kind of 
speculation; and all the evils that have been so 
well depicted by the gentleman from Massachu- 
| setts, will be brought upon us. A great revulsion 
will be brought upon the country like an avalanche, 

Mr. EWING said; Mr. Chairman, | am in 


| favor of the principle of this bill, and propose to 


for a hundred thousand doi- 
lars, and after I paid for it, 1 had mortgaged 
it to a friend for forty thousand dollais, and it 


|| answer the material objections urged agama iis 


| passage. Inthe first pluce, it is seserted that the 
| puolic lands are pledged, by the act of 1847, for 
| the redemption of the certificates of stock of tne 
| United States, issued under its provisions. The 
| terms of the 19:h section are, as follow: 

| Sec. 19, And be if further enacted, Thut, for the pay- 
| ment of the stock whicu may be created ander the provis- 
| ions of this act, the sales of the public lands are hereby 
| pledged; and it is hereby made the duty of the Neerctary 
| Of the Treasury to use and apply all moweys waiett amy be 
| received fur the sales o: public lands alter te let day of 
| January, 1d48: first, to pay the interest ow all tie sticks 5 
and secondly, use the balance, after paying the toterest is 
the purchase of said stocks at their market value,” dots, 


lNow, it is evident that the terms of thiy wee | 
5 


from aa reply to his interrogatory, in the yielded but four per cent., | might appropriate the || do not make any specifie pledge of these 

























































































i gee a Pr 
wa arson openings tater ieee 
Ze Pra ; he am 


ay ee 


pa 
age 











































12 


te ee 
ee 





ne 











nor are we contravening ary principle of public | 
fsith in their alienation. This act only pledges | 


the sales from the public lands, and does not inter- || several States. 


fere with their use, gift, or sale, by Congress. 
the United States should deem it sound policy to 
make a gift of a large portion of them to railroads, 
canals, or individaals, for the purpose of improv- 
ing or enhancing the vaiue of the remainder; or if 


/ ment. The present bill infringes on neither of 
| 


they choose not to sell or give away any portion, || 


but to erect improvements upon them, they have | 


@ perfect right to do so, and it is not a violation of 
the act of 1847. The pledge of the proceeds of 


| fit of the whole Union, to be applied for the pay- |) parallel in the bistory of mankind. 


The policy of thé Whig party is a general distri- | resalts of this expansive policy. 


bution of the lands or their proceeds amongsthe 
That of the Democratic party has 


If || been to hold them as a common fund for the bene- 


| ment of debts, or the fulfillment of our obligations 
| 


an immense wilderness domain of land by a || 


Government, differs widely from the mortgage of | 


& farm, or the pledge of a chattel—in both of these 
last cases, the title or the possession accompanies 
the mortgage or pledge. 


The main object of the | 


whole transaction is to get a lien for the security | 
of the debt; but, in the first case, no title or pos- || 
session follows the act, and the entire control and | 
disposition of the whole fond is eft to the Gov- | 


ernment in her legislative capacity. 


Again, sir,it may be fairly urged, that Congress | 
had no constitutional power of pledging the public | 


lands or any public property to individuals, so as 
to take away entirely her power of legislation in 
regard to them. This very principle was adjudi- 
cated by the Supreme Court of the United States, 


even in regard to acity corporation, in cases re- | 


ported in 6 Wheaton and 12 Peters. In those 
cases the principle was distinctly settled, that the 
Government could not bind itself by a compact in 
regard t any article of property, so as to cede 
awe 
had been given in those cases »y the corporation, 
yet when it became necessary for the interest of 
the public, it was deemed proper that the public 
weal should overiide any private interest. 

‘Bhe case before us is that of territory large 


its legislative power, although titles to Jand | 


! 


or duties in the character of a Federal Govern- 
these general doctrines; for, sir, it has alwaysibeen 
precisely analogous to the power uniformly exer- 
cised by the Government in giving pensions and 


bounties of every other kind. We exercised this 


on Public Lands to bring in a bill grantinga town- 


' 


{| 


| 


i} 
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1 
held that we could make gifts for specified purpo- || 
| ses to States, corporations or individuals; it is 





June 19, 


We have 

a refi to the down-trodden nations of nd 
World, and organized systems of internal j 
provement and public education, which have - 
; Why Should 
we not continue and enlarge the system which ) 
so much contributed to these resulis? If oyr P,. 
cific coast could be lined with its hundred ie, 
extending from the northern boundary of Orme 
down to San Diego; if the vast interior hills and 


| valleys could be filled with the lowing herds ang 


fruitful fields of a thriving and industrious people, 


| and if the busy ham of ten thousand worksho 


i 
| 
} 


ship of land to each State, for the benefit of their || 


asylums for the deaf, dumb, and blind. 
exercised during the war of 1812, 
during the late contest with Mexico. There is, 
then, no foundation in this objection, nor in any 


| of those which have been urged against our power 


to pass this bill, even in strict conformity to our | 
If we turn | 
from the contemplation of these merely formal | 


previous opinions or general policy. 


and technical objections to the legality of this 


measure, and look to the great political objects to | 


| be attained by its passage, it seems to me there 


| overburdened with the immense expense of their || 
| standing armies. 


can be no opposition to it upon the principle of 
expediency. 
The European Governments are at this moment 


Year after year the people are 
taxed to pay these enormous sums for the susten- 


| tation of bodies of men whose main business is to 
| overawe and subdue the very persons from whose 


pockets they derive their subsistence. 


| tem has been kept up for ages in christian Europe, 


| and it has been the fruitful cause of more expense | 


enough for nations and States, which makes it con- || 


tinually a subject for general legislation. 
public domain is really a vast political interest, pe- 
culiarly the object of disposition and government, 
and this feature of its character brings it more 


strongly within the sphere of the principle of the | 


case to which JI have alluded: that is, that the 
power of legislation cannot be ceded away by 
Congress, T 
to the act of 1847, for as we have seen it does not 
rege or mortgage either the possession or title. 
f it were necessary to strengthen this view by 


done, for the very same Congress which passed 


the act of 1847, ina few days thereafter made a || 


his is more especially true in regard | 


The | 


and bloodshed than any other institution in the | 
history of mankind. These Governments seem | 


never to have recognized, to any extent, the effi- 
ciency of a volunteer system for the defence of 
tieir territories. Engaged almost continually in 
wars of aggression, and sustaining organized sys- 


| tems of tyranny and corruption, they never wished 


to make the experiment of a defence through their 


citizen soldiery; and deeply indeed have our trans- | 


Atlantic brethren paid the price of this false policy. 


|) Our forefathers repudiated this system, denounced 
|| standing armies as the cause of unpumbered woes 
any contemporaneous construction, it may beeasily 


grant of eight millions of acres of public lands to || 
the soldiers of the Mexican war; they did not con- | 


ceive that they were violating their own law, nor 
can we be held guilty ef it now. 

li is said, however, that if not violating the let- 
ter of the law, we are at least infringing upon the 
public faith,and thus destroying confidence in our 
integrity. It may be remarked, Mr. Choirman, 


before answering this argument, that it is notori- | 


ous, no capitalist ever counted seriously on the 


sales of the public lands as a means of reimburse- | 


ment, more especially after the close of the Mexi- 


| like rain. 
| and danger of standing armies in time of peace, || 
| whilst we have fully met all the exigencies of war. || 
| Now, I ask, even if this strained effort of patriot- | 
ism could be kept up to the end, would it be right | 


can war, when we had only incurred a debt of || 


sixty millions of dollars, and had acquired by the 
treaty the immense territory of California and 


be stated, that notwithstanding the grant of eight 
millions of those lands to the Mexican soldiers 

and the probability of the passage of this very 
a our stock has continually risen in the mar- 
et. 

There is, however, a conclusive answer to this 
question of a faith. We propose, by a lim- 
ned geant of the public lands contained in this bill, 
to precure hardy settlers in the territories—men 
who shall, by their improvements, render all the 
unsold lands more valuable to the Government, 
and thus increase to the stockholders the interest 
of the remainder. If this idea should prove illa- 
eory, one result, sir, is certain: If the now desert 
wastes of our territory should be peopled and im- 
proved—if cities are built up, and the sound of the 
uxe and the saw is heard throughout the wilder- 
ness, thea the general wealth and population will 
be vastly increased, and thus the capability of the 
United States to pay her debt be greatly enhanced. 

It is said, however, that the cherished policy of 
the Whig and Democratic ies on the subject 
of the pablic lands is a 


in this unlimited |, 
git of them to the soldiers. Not so, Mr. Chairman, | 


and placed their main, if not entire, reliance for 


war, upon the patriotism and devotion of our | 


countrymen. We have never, in any contest, 
paid as good wages to our soldiers as they could 
have earned in any other profession; yet they 
have never been wanting in the hour of their coun- 
try’s need, and their blood has been poured out 
We have thus avoided the expense 


and proper for every generation to throw on its 
more gallant and generous spirits these burdens 
and-dangers? No, sir, no; if they ask no reward, 
so much the greater reason why we should tender 
to them or their widows and orphans, a small tes- 


, : | timonial of our regard for their magnanimity and 
New Mexico. As in evidence of this fact, it may || 


bravery. 
But, Mr. Chairman, what security can we have 


| that this generous inclination of our citizens will 


long continue, when, at the close of the war, we 
leave them to wear out their lives in penury and 
want, or in case of their early death, turn their 


| children adrift on the charity of the world? Selfish, 
| worldly wisdom, often comes late, but its final ad- 
| vent is sure, and the children and grandchildren of 
/ neglected soldiers, will not forget the sufferings 


and wrongs of their gallant but unfortunate parents. 

Should we give our attention alone to the politi- 
cal and pecuniary advantages arising from this 
measure, they are amply ealesent to enlist in its 
support the hearty coéperation of all classes of 
society. The policy of our Government, for many 
yeurs, has been, by low prices and public improve- 
ments in the neighborhood of our public lands, to 
encourage their sale‘and division; the grand idea 


_ that the earth was made for man has been fully 


admitted, and its practical exposition fairly de- 
veloped. ‘The unexampled spread of population— 
the increase of wealth—the varied contributions 
to the arts and sciences, and the general happi- 
ness of the inhabitants, have been the fortunate 


This sys- | 


| 





| 





| 
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It was || 
and repeatedly || 


| here, has been for the 


j 


| could be daily heard over the placid waters of th 
power but yesterday, in ordering the Committee || 


Pacific, would our Government be poorer, or our 
country less able to meet her obligations than she 
is at present? 

It seems to me that in discharging this debt of 
gratitude we owe to our citizen soldiery, we should 
be increasing our strength and power as a nation 
and we should attach more closely to our Union a 
this critical moment, thousands of citizens who 
have heretofore proved their gallantry in the fleig 
and would be ready again, by generosity, magna. 
nimity, and conciliation, to show that they were not 
unworthy of the benefits conferred upon them. The 
advocates of this bill have been accused of an undue 
thirst for popularity and pandering to public taste. 
This is nota very graceful accusation, or much 
calculated for the halls of legislation; buyso far 
as Lam concerned, it falls harmless at * feet, 
The main object of “ public career, at home and 

enefit of the masses of man- 
kind. This has been pursued sometimes in oppo- 


| sition and other times in harmony with their opin. 
| jons. 


Whatever of influence or popularity has 
been gained by this course, has been rather a pe- 


| euniary and social injury than benefit. | have 


now no hope or wish for increasing my politica! 
strength, but shall vote for the passage of this bill 
on other and far different principles, 

There are in my district many of these old sol- 
diers and their descendants, numbers of them poor 
and needy, and one of them at least who has 
served in four or five wars, and is now refused 
even a pension, and suffered to perish in poverty 
and want. If there are public lands which can be 
properly appropriated to these aged persons, or 
their widows and orphans—if a gleam of sunshine 
can be thrown around their fast-fading hours by 


|| the bounty of Congress, it shall have my hearty 


approval and support. It may be long, indeed, 
before we shall look upon a body of men resem- 
bling these old soldiers. When and where can 
we expect to see exhibited such unshaken patriot- 
ism, such self-sacrificing love and immovable de- 


|| voiion to the Union and to the flag of our country? 


The very record of such a history is worth more 


| to uS than any pecuniary gift whieh we could be- 


stow in return. 

It is said, Mr. Chairman, that sailors ought to 
be included in the beneficial provisions of this act, 
and its neglect of them is urged as a reason for its 
rejection. Sir, there is one vast difference in war 
in the fortunes of the sailor and soldier, which 
renders the distinetion in this bill very proper. If 
a ship is captared from the enemy the sailor is en- 
titled to a distributive share of her proceeds as 
prize money, and, if he is fortunate in his cruises, 
may soon realize a handsome reward for his labor. 
Not so with the soldier; all that he can properly 
claim is his pay and his rations, and no fortunate 
result can ever honestly fill his coffers with money, 
or even pay the extraordinary expenses of his 
campaign. A remarkable instance of the irflexi- 
ble application of this rule occurred at the close of 
the late war with Mexico. When the capital 
surrendered to our arms, a-contribution of several 
hundred thousand dollars was levied on its citizens 
and paid into the hands of the Commander-in- 
Chief; yet he could not, without transcending bis 
legal authority,even purchase clothes for his raged 
soldiery ont of this und; and although he took the 
responsibility of using a portion of the money for 
that purpose, he is unquestionably liable to the 
Government for its reimbursement. ' 

There is, then, no sufficient reason for oppost- 
tion to this measure, and many considerations which 
appeal to us for its rk ith a view to this 
support, and to ex its provisions to another 
gallant class of men, I give notice that, at a proper 
time, I will move as an amendment an additional 
section, granting bounty lands to the officers in the 
late war with Mexico. 
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E. gave notice: : 
gee. 2. Be it further enacted, That each commissioned 
r, tleeted OF appointed and commissioned, in any vol- 


ised hy the ae of Congress during the war with 
Mexie®, and each sta otficer appointed for that war, who 
save nor heretofore been provided by the General Govern- 
: with hounty land or pension, shall be entitled to re- 
eaive certificates or warrants from the Department of the 
ferior for the following number of actes or quantity of 
and to each, according to their rank: To each Major 
General, or Brigadier General, 960 acres ; to each Colonel, 
or Lieutenant Colonel, 640 acres; to each Captain and 
Lirutenant, 320 acres 5 which may be located by the war- 
rantee or his widow at any land office of the United States, 
jp not less than quitter sections of land in any district then 
suiject to private entry 5 and upon the return of such certifi- 

we or land warrants, with evidence of the location 
thereof having been legally made to the General Land Office, 
a patent or patents shall issue therefor; and in the event of 
te death of any officer who may have received his dis- 
charge before the issuance of his certificate, then it shall 
p> issued in favor, and innure to the benefit of his widow, if 
ving at the time of the passage of the act; and in the event 
of her death before the issne of the certificate or warran 
hen it shall go to his children: Provided, That no lan 
warrant or certificate issned under the provisions of this 
sci shall be loeated upon any lands of the United States, 
to which there shall be a preémption right, unless by the 
consent, in writing, of the preémptor, attested by two wit- 
nesses, and filed in the office where located. 


Mr. MOORE said that, like his honorable friend 
from New York, he had been playing at the game 
of “leap-frog”’ considerably this morning, and 
had enjbyed much pleasure in the amusement too, 
for he was much gratified to see the interest man- 
ifested in this matter; and now that he had ob- 
tained the floor, he desired to say that he was op- 
posédl to the bill which was claiming the attention 
of the committee, for the reasons which had been 
stated by the honorable gentleman from Maryland, 
(Mr. 2 and also his honorable friend from 
Ohio, {Mr. Vinrow,] which were—that if this bill 
was passed and this immense number of bounty 
land warrants created, it would operate almost || 
exclusively for the benefit of speculators, agents, ! 
and monopolists; while the soldiers themselves, or | 
their heirs, for whose benefit the bill was intended, 

| 


would be but little if at all benefited by it. It is 
well known to this House that | have had a bill 
on the subject of the public lands before that 
committee since the commencement of the session; 
and | now give notice, that I shall offer, at the 
proper time, this bill as an amendment to, or a 
substitute for, the bill which is now claiming the 
attention of the committee; believing that it will 
accomplish all that is proposed to be attained by 
the bill now before us; which is, to provide or 
give to the soldiers a portion of these lands, and, 
at the same time, prevent them from falling into 
the hands of agents, speculators, and monopolists, 
as would be the cese if the bill now before us 
should become a law, as | think has been fener 
demonstrated by the gentlemen who have preceded 
me in this debate. 
I propose by this bill or proposition of mine, 
Mr. Chairman, to prevent speculation in these 
lands, and to secure homes thereon to ectual settlers 
and cultivators; and if the committee will give me 
their attention for a few moments, I desire to offer 
some thoughts and suggestions on the subject, 
which | consider isone of great importance to our 
country, and should demand our earnest and se- 
rious attention: in fact, | consider this is eventually 
to prove one of the greatest reforms of the age; 
and while I acknowledge this to be a subject "| 
of reform, | wish it to be understood, that I 
do not set myself up here as a reformer, for I 
hold that he only can be called a reformer, who 
first originates a measure of reform, and | do not 
claim the paternity of this measure; nor indeed do | 
| claim to be the originator of the bill which | have 
offered upon the subject, for it is substantially the 
bill that was offered in this House during the last 
Congress, by a member (at that time) from the | 
city of New York. The bill, however, has some | 
amendments of my own appended thereto; one of 
these amendments—it being in my opinion an im- 
portant one—I will briefly allude to; and I would 
call the attention of the committee to it, as it re- 
moves an abjection which has been i 
this measure by some of the gentlemen who have 
addressed the committee this morning. The bill, 
88 Originally drawn, gave all its benefits and priv- 
ileges to any aliena or foreigners who mighe ie 
afer emigrate to our shores, immediately upon 
a de on of their intention to become citizens. 
This feature of the bill I have altered, for the rea- 
*on that | consider such an inducement held out to 
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The following is the amendment of which Mr. | 


ateet company or regiment, or any of the new regiments 
u 


} now proposed we shall give to them, has, up 


affords me much pleasure to know that this subject 
| 


—_ 





emigration hereg would in a short time completely 
overrun us with the population of Europe; and | 
feel that the inducements which we already have 
for emigration here are quite sufficient, not only for 
our own good, but also for the good of those who are 
now flocking to our shores by thousands and hun- 
dreds of thousands every year. I have, therefore, 
confined the operation of this bill to our own citi- 
zens, and such aliens, or foreigners, as may now 
be among us, and shall have declared their inten. 
tions to become citizens. And here let me say, 
that I have noticed a proposition which has been 
offered upon the other side of the Capitol, by one 
of the honorable Senators from New York, by 
which he would give these lands to the refugees 
from Hungary, and other foreign countries, while 
he excludes our own citizens, by failing to include 
them in the benefits of his proposition. Now, 


sir, it does appear to me, that in acts of public, as | 
well as private, charity, we should begin at home, | 


or at all events, if we begin abroad, we, at least, 
hold. Llcan see no good reason why we should 
deny to the houseless and homeless of ourown coun- 
try, the children and descendants of those who 


say, | can see no good reason why we should 
deny to them the benefits and privileges which 
it is proposed we shall give to those who have 
been fighting for liberty in a foreign land. There 
is no one, sir, who can possibly entertain a livelier 
admiration, a deeper, truer sympathy for the glo- 
rious Kossuth and his companions in arms, iban 
myself; and yet, while I share in this universal 
feeling of admiration and sympathy for them, I 
cannot bat remember that the very soil which it is 


to this time, been denied to the children and de- 
scendants of those who fought and bled for it, 
and whose life-blood has enriched it. And while 
I should be most happy to know that the noble 


Kossuth and his companions in arms had found a | 


home and resting-place upon the soil of our coun- 


try, Il at the same time want to see the like bene- | 


fits and privileges extended to our own country- 
men. 

[ have said, Mr. Chairman, that I do not 
claim to be a reformer upon this subject; and yet 
I can truly say that.it is one in which | have long 
felta deep interest. Some years since, while I was 
a resident of the city of New York, and attached 
to one of the military companies of that city, | was 
called out with that company by the Governor to 

uell the riots and disturbances in that portion of 
the State which has since been known as the anti- 
rent district; and from that time to the present, I 
have studied and reflected upon the evils which 
must always result to any community from an ex- 
tended. system of land monopoly. .And, sir, it 


is beginning to receive the attention of some of the 
brightest intellects of our country. It is but a 
short time since the distinguished Senator from 
Massachusetts offered in that body a resolution 
upon this sul:ject, embracing one of the main fea- 
tures of the bill which I have offered in this House; 
and the Senator from lilinois has a bill upon this 
subject before that body, and there are some five 
or six different propositions before this House, all 


looking to some measure of reform upon the sub- | 


| ject of our public lands; and I say it is gratifying 
| ‘to me to find myself in such good company, on 
| what I consider such agood subject. And I know, 
Mr. Chairman, that in advocating a measure of 
this kind, that I shall be compelled to enc .unter 
prejudices and opinions upon the part of sone of 
the members of this House, that are strong and 
powerful in their minds, from the fact that, by the 
long indulgence of those views and opinions, they 
have become with them a settled conviction, that 
| sucll a measure is unnecessary and uncalled for; 
and believing that the present system of disposing 
of our publicJands is all that is required, they will! 
be opposed to any alteration whatever; and unless 
we who are in favor of, and disposed to advocate this 
measure, can, by such arguments as we may ad- 
vance oradduce, secure its +, we must be con- 
ent, for the present, with the consciousness of hav- 
ing done our duty to the best of our ability and await 
the future action of the of this country, who 
will, at no distant period, demand from their Rep- 
resentatives the reform which we feel is at this 
time imperatively called for; arid that the longer 
it is delayed the greater will be the evil which the 





should include those of our own family and house- | 


fought and bled for American liberty and freedom— | 
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Eregent system is entailing upon our country. 

nd T also know, Mr. Chairman, that in advo- 

cating a measure of this kind to the extent which 

I shall advocate it, | am laying myself lrable, as 

others have before me, to the charge of being an 

agrarian, a leveler, and a host of other fancied char- 
acters, from those who look upon all measures of 
this kind as an innovation upon all the established 

rules of trade and commerce, and en infringement 

upon the rights and privileges of our free and ré- 

ublican inatitutions. Well, sir, if all the danger 
am to meet with for my edvocacy of this meas- 

ure is to come from these charges or epithets, 

why, I say, let it come; and I will trust to the fu- 

ture to sustain me in the position which I feel it 

my duty now toassume upon this subject. And 

itisa truth which may be said of ail reforma, 
that they are unnecessary, unless they can cure 
an evil and produce a good. And | hold that the 
bill which I have offered will not only do both, 
but it will prevent many future evils to our coun- 
try, and be productive of more lasting benefits and 
advantages to us as a people, than can result from 
the action of this House upon almost any other 
subject which can be brought before it. The ob- 
ject which I propose to attain by this measure is, 
to prevent future speculations in these lands, and 
secure homes thereon to actual settlers and cultiva- 
tors. And, sir, if | may jutige from the remarks 
of my honorable friends from Maryland and Ohio, 
this morning, they may denominate it a plan to 
give away all the public lands !—and [ am not pre- 
pared or willing to admit this, in the sense in which 
they use it; for | hold that it is impossible to give 
that to any one who already has an interest in it, 
or to whom it belongs! And | would ask those 
gentlemen, to whom do the public lands belong? 
Why, to the people—to the citizens of this coun- 
try. Itistrue, they are held by Government, but 
only in trust, for the use and benefit of the people. 
And what do we propose by this measure? Why, 
to give, under certain restrictions, to any of our 
citizens, a deed fora portion of this land m which 
they are joint owners. Now, sir, the evil we pro- 
pose to obviate by this measure is, to prevent 
these lands, or the most valuable portion of them, 
from becoming, in a short time, the property of a 
comparatively few, and those the rich and wealthy, 
to the injury of the poorer or laboring class, who 
form by far the largest portion of our population. 
And the good we propose to accomplish by it is, 


| to secure good and comfortable homes for the poor 


: 





and friendless of our country; and I am sorry to 
say that, as a general thing, the poor are friend- 
less. 

Now, it cannot be denied, sir, that for the last 
ten or fifteen years, there has been carried on in 
our country, a system of speculation in our pub- 
lic lands, which, if allowed to continue and in- 
crease, must eventually place the most valuable of 
those lands in the hands of speculators or men of 
wealth; and some of the holders thereof ere for- 
eigners, too, subjects of Queen Victoria! Jt is not 
long since that i was informed by a gentleman of 
Philadelphia of the fact, that the son of a British 
Peer had recently employed an agent here to pur- 
chase thirty-five thousand acres of these lands in 
some one of our western States, as an invesiment. 
And it will not be long, under this state of thinga, 
when a poor man, who may wish to escape from 
our crowded and populous cities, which are fast 
becoming lazar houses, and take his wife and 
children where they can breathe the free and pure 
air of heaven, will, if he be enabled to purchase 
et all any of the land in which he now has an inter- 
est, be obliged to pay jus, what price the selfish 
interest, or grasping avarice of the owners thereof, 
may see fittodemand! And what, ! would ask, 
is to be the result of these things if allowed to con- 
tinue? Cannot any one possessed of the least dis- 
cernment perceive, that it must eventually termi- 
nate ina species of industrial feudalism, or a system 
of landed monopoly, which has ever been, and 
will ever continue to be, the curse of —“T country 
that tolerates or encourages it.. And [ am but 
speaking the sincere convictions of my heart and 
mind, when | say, that | think this is a subject, 
more closely linked and connected with the inter- 
ests and prosperity of our country, than any other 
subject which can come before this House for 
vs consideration; for | do most firm'y believe, 
that if the time shall ever come—as I fear it may, 
unless some means are taken to serve the un- 

i soil for the mass of he. people of this 
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country—I say, if the time shall come, when that 
soil shall become vested in the hands of a compara- 
tively small portion of its citizens, and the masses 
shall be precluded from the cultivation thereof, or 
the enjoyment of the same, except it be at the will 
or bidding of the few who own it, that ume, sir, 
will be the beginning of a scene, the end and the 
termination thereof no man can tell! Why, sir, 
Jook at the condition at this time of a large portion 
of those who make up the population of the princi- 
pal cities of our Union! Are notthe working classes 
almost constantly in some portion of the country, 


engaged in what is denominated “strikes,” for a | 
higher rate of wages, in consequence of the price of | 


labor being insufficient to support their families? Are 


there not thousands and tens of thousands actu- | 
ally suffering for the want of aes and the | 
ays since that | 


necessaries of life? It is but a few day: 
I cut from one of the papers in the city where | 
live, an appeal to the citizens, by the sewing women 


or tailoresses of Philadelphia, which, if any mem- | 
ver of this House would read and reflect upon, | | 
am sure would awaken every sympathy of his | 
nature, and arouse every energy of his mind to the 

adoption of some measures whereby such evils as | 
are there recited, might be removed from among | 
us or prevented for the future! And they exist not | 
only in Philadelphia, butin every city in our Union. | 


And what is the cause of these evils? Why, one 
prominent cause is, an overplus of labor in the 
roarket, and a consequent reduction in its price or 
velue, by the competition it produces; for labor, 
like everything else, must and will be governed in 
its price or value by the demand for it; and every 
year in our country, by the steady increase.of this 


rc of our population, and the superseding of | 


abor by machinery, is the demand for labor de- 
creasing, while labor itself in increasing. And what 


ia to be be done with this surplus Jabor—these think- | 
ing, moving, mental machines, who require meat || 


and drink to sustain the life their Creator has given 
them? Are we to build poor houses and alms- 


houses to people them with this portion of our | 
population? Are they to die and rot as in Ireland | 


for the want of that sustenance which they would 
gladly earn in the sweat of their brow, if the priv 
ilege of so doing could be granted them? Are 
they to beg or steal that which they cannot earn? 
Sir, it is to prevent such scenes and consequences 


as these that we advocate the measure now claim- | 


ing our attention. ‘To the laboring man and me- 
chanic of our country, who are unable to procure 
employment, and whose families are in this suffer- 
ing condition, we would tell them to leave these 
crowded and populous cities, these busy marts and 
whirlpools of strife and contention, where sordid 
avarice is crushing the feeble, and selfish interest 
cares not for the helpless, and go to the green hills 
and sunny plains of the far West, where they can 
have a home of their own and where they can 
worship their Maker under their ** own vine and 
fig-tree?”” Sir, if we could tell this at the present 
time to those weary and toil-worn creatures, in 
whose breasts there is scarcely a ray of hope left, 
with what a thrill of rapture would it be received 
by them! Tell such a poor creature that he is the 
owner of a quarter section, oreven eighty acres, of 
good land, and give him a title to the same, of 
which he nor his children can ever be divested, 
either by the cunning of his fellow man or the iron 
grasp of the IdW, and independent of the joy you 
will have infused into his heart, you will have 
done an act which will have tended to secure more 
firmly than ever the prosverity of our people and 
the perpetuity of our institutions; for, by an act 
like this, you will have made a citizen one who 
will ¥eel that he is in trath and reality a part of 
this Government, and that, in its continuance and 
durability, he is directly and intimately connected; 
aye, sir, the moment you give a man like this a 
title-deed toa portion oft 


and by which he is enabled to support his family, 
that moment does he indeed feel that he isa man; 


and you identify his interests with the Govern- 
ment under which he resides; and in the sustain- 
ing of that Government, and the enforcement of 
jaw and order, you will find him ever ready to the 
sacrifice of his life if necessary. I question, sir, 
whether there is a member of this House, whose 
experience will not sus‘ain the truth of this posi- 
tion; who cannotsay, from actual! observation, that, 
as a general thing, the law-abiding and useful citi- 
zens of the community in which they reside, are 
those who have some vested right, or pecuniary 











| money- worshippers 





he soil upon which helives, | 


interest at stake, in which the latvs of theif coun- 
try is to protect them. Now, I do not wish to be 
misunderstood in this matter; | do not wish to be 
understood as saying, that | believe the property 
holders, or the rich and wealthy, are the best citi- 
zens of this or any other country, while the poor 
are the worst and most useless cluss, as I do not 
so believe; for] believe those are the best citizens 
of any country who are neither rich nor very poor, 
and that the happiest community where the means 
of subsistence is within the reach of all. But 
the fact which I wish to enforce or ilustrate is 
this—that as a general thing, of those who make up 
the longeatalogueof criminals and offenders against 
the laws of our country, not one in a hundred will 
be found to be owners or possessors of property 
of any kind; and whenever we ere cailed upon to 
witness the destruction of property, or of life, by 
riots or mob violence, as has recently too often been 
the case in our country, not one ina hundred of those 
composing the active participants of those riotous 
assemblages, will be found to have any pecuniary 
interest at stake, under the laws they are thus vio- 
lating. Now, Ido not suppose, by any means, 
sir, that any legislation whatever, which may 
emanate from this body upon the subject of the 
public lands, or any other subject, will qffectually 
cure all these evils, or render entirely useless the 
criminal code upon our statute books; but Ido 
believe, that by legislation here, we may cure 
some of the present evils,and prevent many future 
evils of this kind, to our country; and in no man- 
ner do I think it can be more safely and effectually 
done than by securing this beansiful domain, this 


soil of Heaven, which is, after all, the true source | 


of all our wealth, and from which every creature 
of God must subsist, either directly or indirectly. 
Secure this I say, from the blasting, avaricious 
grasp of the speculator, and retain it for the poor 
and friendiess of the present, as well as future 
generations. Now, as | said at the commence- 
ment of these remarks, | may be charged with the 
manifestation of an agrarian spirit, or desire to 
limit the acquisition of wealth, by preventing the 
citizens of this country from buying and selling 
and trading, to any extent they may see proper, 
in these lands, the same as they do in any other 
marketable commodity. Such is not my feeling 
or intention, sir; | desire to put no limit whatever 
upon the acquisition of wealth, for I care not if the 
or money-seekers of our 
country shall count their dollars by millions, and 
their title-deeds and mortgages by hundreds; but 
when that portion of the soil which is now vested 
in the right of the citizens, and the various aventies 
of irade and commerce are insufficient to satisf 

their avaricious thirst for wealth, and they shall 
seek to increase their already untold thousands 
by grasping: that portion of the soil now held by 
Government, and which belongs to the people, 
then I would say to him, hands off. 1 would teli 
him that this soil is not to be bought and sold 
like bank stock in the market. Why, sir, if we 
wanted any illustration of the evils arising from 
an extended system of land monopoly, it is 
unnecessary for us to go to unhappy Ireland for 
it, where it exists to such an alarming extent, and 
where we have seen the terrible evils resulting 
from it, and to which the honorable gentleman 
from South Caroline [Mr. Hoimes] has this morn- 
ing alluded, when he called our attention to the 
millions who die there from starvation and want. 
We have here in our own country an instance of 
evils which result from a large system of land mo- 
nopely. IT allude to that portion of the State of 
New York which is known as the anti-rent dis- 
trict, and where have been enacted scenes which, 
to say the least, are discreditable to an enlightened 
community and a republican Government like 
ours. And I wish it to be understood; that in 
thus alluding to the disturbances in this portion of 
the State gf New York, that | do not uphold those 
anti-renters in their violent measures and opposi- 
tion to the laws of our country; for if they have 
no right or title to the land on which they reside, 
and the title be good and valid in the family who 
claim it, then those tenants are not, and cannot be, 
jastified in forcibly violating or resisting the law of 
their State which would enforce the collection of 
their rents. But I allude to this existing state of 
things in that district, as an evidence of some of 
the evils which result from a very large system 
of land monopoly; and I believe, if the time shall 
ever arrive, as I fear it may, unless some means 


} 
| 


are adop to prevent it, when the soil whic: ; 
now held by ovamagioe shall become a _ 
erty of @ comparatively small number, ang the 
mass of the people shal! be precluded from th 
cultivation of it, or the enjoyment of the dhe 
except it be at the bidding of the few who own it 

I s@y, if this time shall come, if we do nor a: 

children at least may live to see these scenes , 

anti-rent district enacted in more than one 

of our now happy country. Why, sir, 

the fact is well known to the most of th 

of this Elouse, that the whole of one county in the 
| State of Iilinois is at this ime in the possession 

of a gentleman whois a resident of the city of New 
York. 1 was at first informed that it belonged to 
a gentleman who was but recently a member of this 
House, but have recently been told that it does po, 
belong to him, but toa brother; nevertheless ihe 
fact exists, that the whole of that immense tract 
is now in possession of one family. 

Mr. VINTON, (in his seat.) Yes, and they 
procured it through this very system of bounty 
land warrants, which this bill proposes to \y. 
crease. 

Mr. MOORE. Yes, sir, I know it is as the hop. 
orable gentleman from Ohio observes: they did not 
buy this land directly from our Government under 
the operation of the present system of disposing 
of these lands, but they got them oe Op 
eration of this bounty land system. And do nox 
allude to this fact in the way of a complaint againg 
that gentleman, for he had an undoubted jeva| 
right at least to buy those lands at the very lowea 
prices he could, from the poor soldiers, who were 
obliged by their necessities to sell them for what. 
| ever they could get for them; but I allude to it ag 
an evidence of the fact, that so long as this sysiem 
of bounty land warrants, or any other, is imopera- 
tion, by which the capitalist can, by means of his 
wealth, secure the soil of our country at such 
prices as must inevitably largely increase his 
wealth, so long will he do it, utterly revardless of 
the injury which may accrue thereby to the 
mass of the people around him, who are unable 
even to buy sufficient whereon to live and sup- 
port their families. And I would ask, what is 
to be the ultimate result of these things, if they 
are allowed to continue? Take the instance [ 
have just alluded to as an example, and no sane 
man, | apprehend, will believe that the purchaser 
of all those lands bought them for the purpose of 
selling them again at the same prices, with the 
simple addition of interest to his money. We all 
know human nature too well for that. And itis not 
unreasonable to suppose, that in the course ofa 
few years the land adjoining or contiguous to that 
land will be settled upon by thriving and industr- 
ous farmers, which will add immensely to the value 
of his land; and if a poor man shal! then want o 
buy a farm of that proprietor, think you he will 
not have to pay a little more than six per cent.ad- 
vance on the original cost? aye, sir, and it may be 
more than six times six; and perhaps he will not 
sell at all, but will only rent his farms, as in the 
case of the anti-rent district; which.he would have 
an undoubted right to do, for the land belongs to 
him and he can never be divested of it, and never 
should be divested of it, let him do with it as 
he might. - And suppose he should collect around 
him one or two hundred tenants with their fam 
lies, who would be dependent on his will or the 
will of his heirs for the tenure of the soil they 
were thus enriching and cultivating: Is it to be 
supposed, 1 would ask, that that community would 
be as happy and thriving and prosperous? Would 
they be as good citizens as they would, cou 
every man say that the land he was enriching ant 
cultivating was. his own and for his children? | 
| was forcibly impressed with the truth of an obser- 

vation in a speech of the honorable gentieman 

, from Virginia, [Mr. Meape:] he said, ** Blessed 's 
that country where every child is born a land 
lord.”” Aye, sir, blessed is that country indeed, 
as is the case with every child who now first draws 

| the breath of life in this free country of ours. And! 
would not only have it continued so, but I would 

| have it so that every such child at the ageof malu- 
rity should have, if he needed it, a titie deed to8 
rtion of tHat land whereon he might live and 
support his family. It is not unreasonable \ 
suppose, sir, that we have at the present time '* 
our country, at least one hundred thousand fam 
lies,—yes, t believe we have five times that num 
ber, are sadly deficient of the means of securing 
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comfortable subsistence; and suppose each of 
families could be given, as the honorable 
atiemen from Maryland and Ohio say,a quarter 

“ction, or eighty acres of these lands, I ask these 
ventlemen a 1, or any of us, would be any 
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orer for it? ould our country be an rer 
rn? Aye, indeed, sir, who of us but nea tal 
be richer, far richer, for this act of mercy, which 
would be the stepping-stone, as it were, tu an event- 
yal and thorough reformation of the ignorance 
and misery with Which shuddering humanity is 
pow cursed all around us. And when I see the 
ure and noble-hearted philanthropists of. our 
country, struggling in their vain efforts to reform 
these abuses, and to raise up the down-trodden 
and debased among us, by their efforts to dispel 
ignorance by education, and relieve the misery 
and wretchedness around them by their daily acts 
of charity, 1 bless my God that we have such 
noble hearta@ among us; and while | admire and 
reverence the noble spirit they are thus mani- 
festing, 1 cannot but feel that the task or duty 
in which they are engaged is a hopeless one, 
and must ever continue so, until the cause of 
these evils is removed; It is in vain for us to 
talk of secular education, of religious instruc- 
tion, or of those daily acts of charity which relieve 
the momentary wants of humanity, so long as the 
suffering mass around us are without any homes; 
and by this word, sir, | mean something more than 
a mere hovel or wretched tenement, which many of 
them are now inhabiting} and which may per- 
chance keep out sufficient of the cold wintery 
blast to prevent their freezing! Something more 
than a crust of bread and a cup of water, merely 
to keep the death-rattle from their little ones. I 
mean a home which shall be such in every sense 
of the word—one that shall belong to the occupants 
of it, and one where, amid the social €omforts 
and enjoyments of the family circle, the children 
ofthe present, and who are to be the fathers and 
mothers of the future generation, shall be taught 
and schooled in those lessons of duty and patriot- 
ism which shall fit them to take charge of the des- 
tinies of this great and mighty Republic; and into 
whose hands they are soon to be committed by 
those of us who are passing from the stage of life. 
Sir, we hear much said and boasted among us of 
the strength and durability of our institutions, and 
the courage and patriotism of the American peo- 
ple. And I would not detract in the least from 
the merit of those ingtitutions, or the richly-earned 
reputation of the American people for patriotism 
and love of country! No, sir; | would rather in- 
crease the strength and perpetuity of those institu- 
tions, by infusing into the minds of the people a 
filial love and reverence for them, which shall bid 
defiance to the combined assaults of despotism 
throughout the world. And how can we do this 
sir?’ Why, by giving to the houseless and home- 
less, the poor and the friendless of our family—for, 
after all, we are but one great family—giving to 
these, | say, a home, where they can learn to — 
and reverence the institutions which have thus 
cared for and proteeted them, and where they can 
teach to their children the, same lessons of duty 
and patriotism. This, sir, will do it. This would 
not only make us, as a people, more happy and 
prosperous than we ever have been, but it would 
also, as a nation, make us invulnerable against a 
world of despots; for in that case, sir, every 
hearthstone in our land would become a Ther- 
mopyle, and at every threshold would be found a 
Leonidas to protect And defend it. Sir, when I 
Shall see this Government engaged in a system of 
legislation, which shall care for, and protect those 
of its citizens who need its care and protection, 
and who nave a right to demand it, then shall | 
believe, and feel, that we are fulfilling our. trae 
mission among the nations of the earth. Then 
shali | believe that the tree of liberty is striking its 
roots so firmly in the soil in which our iethens 
planted it, and which is in the affections of the 
Pe that it shall te defiance to the storms 
ich are now i empires kingdoms 
of the Old World to their ae : Tha. boconable 
gertleman from Wisconsin, who so eloquently ad- 
dressed this committee a few days since, caliihet 
We were living at an important period in the his- 
‘ory of our country. We are, indeed, living at an 
important period, not only in the history of our 
ae but the world; we are living at a time 


wel tye com a ie al 
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bloody revolutions; at a time, sir, when the 
** crashing of an empire is but a tick of the great 


Glock of Eternity;” ata time, when thegreat heart |) 
of humanity throughout the world is beating a || 
lively response to the song of liberty and freedom || 
first echoed and resounded on the plains of Lex- |) 
ington and the heights of Bunker Hill; and let us || 
be careful, sir, that the notes of complaint and || 
dissatisfaction arising from penary and want | 


among us, are not heard mingling their discordant 
elements in that happy song which is becoming 
the morning hymn and the evening anthem of 


sir, to the Representatives of this great people 
now assembled here, if they would strengthen and 


perpetuate the institutions of our country, and in- | 
crease the happiness and prosperity of the peop %» | 


that they so legislate upon this subject, that the 


soil which is now hel 


come the happy homes of the virtuous and patri- 


otic sons of freedom. Give to the poor and friend- || local interest in the grant of land, if it should be 


less among us a home which will not impoverish 
us, but which will make them rich indeed; and 
although the benefits arising from it may not at 
once be felt throughout our country—though 


society may not immediately reap the rich harvest | 


of reward which must ultimately be realized from 
such an act of mercy, depend upon it, the seed 
will thus be sown, from which, if we do not, our 
children at least may reap the fruits of a rich and 
abundant harvest. 


passed, he would then support the bill granting 
these bounty lands. 
Mr. HARALSON obtaimed the floor, but yield- 


ed to a motion that the committee rise. 


Mr. DICKEY, from the Committee on Enrolled | 


Bills, made a report. 
Mr. MASON obtained the floor; but yielded to 


Mr. McCLERNAND, who gave notice of the 
following amendment tothe bounty-land bill, which | 


he desired might be printed: 


proved February 11, 1247, shall be and the same ure hereby 
extended in manner as follows: that is, each not-: ommis- 
sioned officer, musician, or private, who served in the rega- 
lar army, or in any company or command of volantecrs, 


rangers, Or militia in the Indian war, in the northwest, prior | ; y 
|| Georgetown, in the District of Columbia, asking a 
Great Britain, twelve mouths or more, shall be entided to a | i 
bounty of 160 acres of land, or who served six months or | 
more 80 acres, or Who served three months or more 40 acies: | 


to the treaty of Greenville, in 1794, or in the late war with 


Provided always, That said non-commissioned officer, mu- 
sician, or private, has not received a bounty of land hereto- 


fore, and is not shown to have been dishouoably discharged | 


by the rolis. Provided also, That the bounties herein granted 
shali be subject to the same rules of descent prescribed by 
the aforesaid act, and the act or acts amendatory of the 


same: Provided, further, That no “treasury scrip,’ as au- | 
thorized by said act of Pebruary 11, 1847, shall be author- | 


ized or issued under this act. ”” 


Mr. ALBERTSON also desired that his amend- | 


ment might be printed. 
Objection was made. 
TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE. 
Mr. MASON offered a resolution terminating 


debate on the bounty land bill to-morrow, at one | 


o’clock. 


Mr. JONES moved that the resolution be laid | 


on the table. 
Mr. BISSELL demanded the yeas and nays. 
Pending the question thereon— 
The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 


presented under the rule, and referred to the ap- 
propriate committees: 


By Mr. McQUEEN: The petition of citizens of Marion | 
district, Seuth Carolina, for a mail-route from Wilmington, 


North Carohna, to Manchester, South Carolina. 

Also, a petition from citizens of same district, for a mail 
route from Jeffries’? Creek, South Carolina, to Graham’s 
road, in the Williamsburg district, South Carolina. 


By Mc. MCLANABAN: The memorial of the President 
and Professors of Dickinson College, in Cumberland county, | 
vania, in behalf of die medical officers of the navy | 

for an assimilated rank with || 


Thomas D. Anderson, deceased; which, with their 


Pennsy! ' 
of the United States, 
officers af the line in the 


By Mr. MEADE: ‘The petition of William H. Harrison | 


and others, against the reduction of je 
By Mr. B 
Ann de Neufville 


‘Tosses sustained, by her ancestor, John de Newfville, of Au- | 
sterdam, Holland, ig espousing ) cause of Americus inde- 


| San Francisco, in California. 
|| with the documents accompanying it, was referred 
to the Committee on Printing, and the printing 


© || yet been done. 
by Government, and is || ; 


free from the blasting curse of the speculator and | 
monopolist, may ever continue so, and may be- | 


| apecific duties on imports. 
|| effect, or rather of the effects, of certain provisions 


ROWN, of Mis-iseippi : Phe memorial of Mrs. 
Evans, of Natchez, Mississippi, prayi i| 
remuneration and compensation for money advanred, 
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sae 


Also, the remonstrance of John B. Nevitte and 550 others 


| citizens of Mississippi, against the removal of the land- 
| Office from Washington, Mississippi, to Monticello, in the 
same State. 


IN SENATE. 
W epyespay, June 19, 1850. 


Mr. WEBSTER. Mr. President, early in the 


session [ had the honor to present to the Senais 
|| the petition of P. F. 
thousand other citizens of New England, fir a 


. | fl id i ‘ il- 
Sotanteal hapa’, Aud. aaa tasaal thon, | grant of land to aid in the construction of a rail 


Degrand, and more than a 


road and telegraph from St. Louis, Missouri, te 
That memorial, 


was afterwards ordered; but the printing has not 
I now wish to move that the pe- 


tition and accompanying documents be referred to 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


I will only 
say that the petitioners are not attached to any 
particular route, and that they have no personal or 


made. Some of them have given the subject a 


|| great deal of consideration; they believe in ita 
|| practicability and in its necessity, and they desire 


some expression of the sentiments of Congress 


| upon the matter, and some assurance that it will 


receive the countenance of the Government. 
The memorial and documents were referred to 


| the Committee on Roads and Canals. 


Mr. WEBSTER. I have also a memorial from 


. < . : || citizens of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, asking an al- 
Mr. M., desired to say, in conclusion, that if he | en, y ; € 


could not get a more just and comprehensive act | 


teration of the tariff of 1846, and the imposition of 
They complain of the 


in the tariff law of 1846, as being oppressive on 
the labor and industrial pursuits of themselves and 
of theér neighbors, and they desire that it may be 
revised, so that the material prosperity of the coun- 
try and the dignity of labor may be preserved and 
perpetuated. ‘This does not seem to be the mo- 
ment for the consideration of such a subject, 
though S oeaies indications that the time must 


| come, and that it is not very far distant, when this 
“ That the benefits and rights conferred by the ninth sec- | 


tion of the act entitled ‘ Au act to raise, for alimited time, | 
an additional military force, and for other purposes,’ ap- | 


matter must receive some degree of attention, and 
that to some extent the tariff law will receive the 
consideration of Congress 

The memorial was received and laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. CASS presented a petition of citizens of 


reduction of the rates of postage; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MASON presented a memorial of the phy- 
sicians cf Richmond, in the State of Virginia, 
asking that the rank of the medical officers of the 
navy may be assimilated by law to that of officers 
of like grade in the medical staff of the army; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Also, a memorial of members of the Bar of 


|| Washington, in the District of Columbia, asking 


that the salary of the Judge of the Orphans’ Court 


| of the District of Columbia may be increased, 


which was referred to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the memorial of Anna 
De Neufville Evana, heir and legal representative 


| of ** John De Neufvilie & Son,” asking the repay- 
| ment of advances made by her ancestors in the 


Revolutionary war; which was referred to the 


| Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. FELCH presented a petiuon of Robert 


| Butler, containing additional evidence in relation 


to his claim to compensation for property taken 
for public use. 

Mr. F. said that the Committee on the Public 
Lands had made an adverse report on this claim 


| on the 4th of April last; and, as the present peti- 


tion presented additional evidence, he would move 
that the report be recommitied to the Committee on 
the Public Lands, with the memorial; which was 


|| agreed to. 


Mr. STURGEON presented additional docu- 
ments relating to the memorial of the legatees of 


memorial on the files of the Senate, was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motion by Mr. UPHAM, 


Ordered, That the petition of John A Kimbali, adminis 
trator of Elizabeth Bingham, deceased, on the files of the 
referred to the Committee on Pensions.” © ' 
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INVASION OF COBA. 


to burn or destroy, set fire to any ship or other vessel, or 


Mr. DAWSON moved that the Senate take up || (erwise attempt the destruction of such ship or other 


the message of the President, communicated on |) 


the 31 instant, in relation to the revolutionary 


| 


movements against Cuba, in order that it might be | 


rinted, 


The motion was agreed to, and the message was | 


before the Senate to be disposed of. 

Mr. YULEE, 
Senate that some time ago, when this message 
was received, | 
being then ordered to be printed. 
that, in the first place, it should have a reference 
to a committee. However, as some gentlemen 


volved, its reference was postponed. ren 
to say, that 1 have no objection to the printing, 
thougH nearly all that is material in it has been 


printed already; but, as I still desire a reference of || 


this matter to a committee, | am anxious to know 


whether, if the printing be ordered, the reference || 


can be made before the original documents shal! 
be returned from the printer? 
the Senate to withhold them for the present. 

Mr. DAWSON. 
menta received from the Executive are ordered to 
be printed; but on the motion of the Senator from 
Florida, these documents, without being ordered 
to be printed, were laid upon the table. 
that many extracts have been made from this 
document since it was laid before the Senate. 


still I desire that it should be printed. It ought to 


It will be recollected by the || 


suggested some objection to its || 
I preferred |) 


vessel, being the property of any citizen or citizens af ne 

United States, or procure the same to be done, with the 

| intent atoresaid, and being thereof lawfully convicted, shall 

| suffer imprisonment to hard labor for a term not exceeding 

| len years nor less than Usree years, according to the aggra 
vation of the offence, 


“ Bec. &. This bill shall be in force from and after the 
| lst day of October next ensaing.’’ 2 

That amendment is offered in consequence*of 
| the discovery of its necessity on the recent trial of 
a person for arson in setting fire to a vessel, in 
which the indictment failed. [t was the epinion 


| of the judge who tried that case that the language 


if so, I shall desire || 


In every such case, the docu- |, 


Yet | 


be printed before itis referred; but I have no ob- | 


jection to ita reference to a select committee. 


Mr. YULEE. With that understanding, I have 
no objection to this motion; but | now give notice | 


to the Senate that at an early period I willask that |) Judiciary. 


this subject be taken up and disposed of, 
The motion to print was then agreed to. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 


gome suitable opportunity, ask leave to bring in a 
bill to cede the public lands remaining unsold to 
the States in which they lie, and for other purposes, 


Mr. BENTON gave notice that he woald to- || 
morrow, or some subsegent day, ask leave to intro- || 


dace a bill for the relief of John Edsall. 
RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. 


Mr. WALKER moved that the Senate take up || 


| three years. 


Mr. CLEMENS gave notice that he would, on | 


, : § entiemen || of the statute was not broad enough, and to 
then desired to discuss the subject which it in- || 


I desire now | 


| remedy that defect this amendment has been pre- 

pared. The other section requires no explanation. 
| If gentlemen desire any explanation of the bill 
itself, it can be given in a few words. It makes 
| provision for recording the conveyances of vessels 
| in such a manner that the fact shall have ample 
publicity. 

Mr. YULEE. I desire to inquire if the amend- 
ment now presented comes from a committee? 

Mr. DAVIS. It does not. The committee by 
which the bill was reported was not acquainted 
with the necessity for the amendment when the 
bill was under its consideration. The amendment, 


My '| as | have stated, was drawn up since a recent trial 
t is true || 


| for burning a ship at sea, in which its necessity 
| was made evident. 


| Mr. YULEE. The amendment proposes to 
| add another to the criminal offences on the statute 

book, and to provide for that offence a severe pun- 
‘ishment. I should much prefer that the Senator 
| should embody his amendment in a separate bill, 
| which may be referred to the Committee on the 


Mr. BUTLER. Whatis the penalty proposed? 
Mr. DAVIS. Not exceeding ten nor less than 


The amendment was agreed to, the bill was re- 


|| ported to the Senate, and the question was stated 


| to be on concurring in the amendment. 

Mr. YULEE. If it be now in order to move to 
refer this whole subject to the Committee on the 
Judiciary, | should like it to take that course, un- 

| less the chairman-of that committee is prepared to 


|| say that he approves of the amendment. 


for consideration the resolution submitted on the | 
j2th instant instructing the Committee on Public | 


Lands to report back to the Senate, bill No. 85; 
which motion having been agreed to, the resolu- 
tion was read and adopted, as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Landa be in- || 


|| ship upon the high seas. 


structed to report back to the Senate the bill entitled “ A | 


bill to cede the public lands of the United States to the |) 


BStintes reapectively in which they are situated, on condi ion 
that the said States shall severally grant and convey the 
said lands to actual occupants only, in limited quantities, 
for cost of survey, transfer, and title muniiments merely.” 


DONATION OF LAND FOR.A RAILROAD. 

Mr. ATCHISON moved that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Senate bill No. 21, 
being the bill granting the State of Missouri the 
right of way and a portion of the public lands for 
making a railroad from the town of Hannibal to 
the town of St. Joseph, in said State. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. ATCHISON. 1 move to strike out all after 
the enacting claase, and insert a substitute. This 
bill is in conformity with the decision of the Sen- 
ate on a bill of like character. Except the names 
of the towns at the termini of the proposed road, 
it is the bill passed by the Senate making a like 
donation of lands to the State of Iilinois. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then reported back to the Senate, 
and the amendment concurred in. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 
was read a third ume and passed. 


RECORDING CONSIGNEES OF VESSELS—AR- 
SON AT SEA. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, 
the Senate ed to the consideration of 
House bill No. 87, being the bill to. provide for 
recording the conveyances of vessels and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. DAVIS. I move to amend the bill by 
adding the following sections: 


© Seo, 7. And be it That not being 
an conus Siantheih an he Bigs cons wallaltp, silch tnenee 


1} 
j 


i 
| 


Mr. BUTLER. I presume the Senator from 
Massachusetts has had his amendment drawn up 
in a sufficiently guarded manner to define the 
| offence; and if so, 1 think the penalty is quite 

moderate for a man who will deliberately burn a 
I give it my individual 
sanction, without undertaking to speak for the 
committee. f desire, however, to ask the Senator 
from Massachusetts if this amendment has been 
drawn so as to define that offence according to the 
common law import? 

Mr. DAVIS. I know not how farI shall be 
justified in the statement, but in answer to the 


| 
{ 
1} 
|| Senator from Soyth Carolina, | will inform him, 
I\ 
| 


that it was drawn by one of the judges on the 
Supreme Bench. : 
Mr. BUTLER, Then I am satisfied. I regard 
that as sufficient, 
Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I do not press 
the desire for a reference which | expressed. 
| Mr, HAMLIN. An objection is suggested to 
| my mind, as the bill now stands. Will the Sena- 
| tor from Massachusetts show me how he makes 
| the amendment germane to the bill to which it is 
| attached ? 
| Mr. DAVIS. The bill makes provision for the 
| enrollment of conveyances of vessels, so as to give 
| to the fact ample publicity, and the amendment is 
| designed to supply the defect in the criminal statute, 
so as to define and provide a punishment for burn- 
ing vessels at sea. It seems to me that the amead- 
ment is sufficiently germane. 
The amendment was then concurred in, and the 
| bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third read- 
| ing, and vias read a third time and passed. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


The bill for the relief of Mrs. Margaret Hetzel, 
administratrix on the estate of A. R. Hetzel, late 
assistant quartermaster in the army, was read a 

| third time and poe. 

Mr. HAMLIN moved that the Senate take up 
for consideration Senate bill number 50—being 
the bill for the relief of the heirs of Judith Worthen, 

deceased; which motion was agreed to. 


; In explanation of the object of the bill, the hon- 
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orable gentleman read the report of the Commities 
on phe bill was-then @ ba 

e was then reporte ck to th 
ordered to be engrossed for a third etieg 
was read a third time and passed. si 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


On the motion of Mr. CLAY, the Senate asi 
4 ’ m 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the consi, 
eration of the bill for the admission of California 
as a State into the Union, to establish territoria) 
governments for Utah and New Mexico, and me. 

king, proposals to Texas for the establishm 
. . ent of 

her western and northern boundaries. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, had moved to jp. 
sert at the end of the 21st section the words: 

* And that ail laws or parts of laws, usages or customs 
pre&xisting in the territories acquired by the United Siatey 
from Mexico, and whieh in said territories restrict, abridge 
or obstruct the fall enjoyment of any right of person or prog! 
erty of a citizen of the United States, as recognized or ino. 
antied by the Constitution or laws of the United States - 
hereby declared and shall be held as repealed.” , 

Which Mr. Have had moved to amend by add. 
ing the following: 

“ Provided, ‘That the laws abolishing slavery in the said 
territories are excepted from this repealing clanse.”” 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Hate, it was rejected. 

On the amendment of Mr. Davis, Mr. HAY. 
LIN called for the yeas and nays, and they were 
ordered, and being taken, resalied as follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Atchison, Bell, Berrien, Butter, Clemens 
Davis of Mississippi, Datson, Poote, Houston, Houten, 
King, Mason, Morton, Pearce, Rusk, Sebastian, Souls, 
and Yulee—18. 

NAY3—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Benton, Bright, Cass 
Chase, Clarke, Clay, Cooper, Corwin, Davis 6 Massachy. 
setts, Dayton, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Towa, Pric , 
Greene, Hamlin, Jones, Miller, Norris, Phelps, Pratt, Shields, 
Smith, Spruance, Sturgeon, Underwood, Upham, Waker, 
and Whitcomb—20. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

Mr, BENTON, at an earlier period of the dyy, 
before this bill was taken up, gave notice to the 
Senate of his intention, at a convenient opportu. 
nity, to offer an amendment, which he submitted, 
that it might be ordered to be printed. 

The amendment was ordered to be printed, as 
follows: 

Strike out of proposition Ist, of section 39, after the wor 
* beginning,” these words, “at the point on the Rio de 
Norte, commonly called El Paso, and ranning up that river 
twenty miles, measured by a etraight line thereon, and 
thence eastwardly to a point where the hundredth degree of 


west longitude crosses Red river. the southwest angle 
on the line designated between mited States and Mer- 


ico, and the same angle in the line ferritory set apart for 
the Indians by the United States; and ‘insert after the said 
word “ beginning” these words, * at the pointin the middie 
of the deepest channel on the Rio Grande del Norte, where 
the same is crossed by the one hundred and second degree 
of longitude west from the meridian of Greenwich ; thence 
north, along that longitude, to the thirty-fourth degree of 
north latitude ; thence eastwardly to the point at which the 
one hundredth degree of west longitude crosses the Red 
river.” 


Mr. WALKER. 1 move to amend the ninth 
section of the bill by adding thereto the words 
‘and such aliens born as have declared their in- 
tentions to become citizens, according to the laws 
of the United States,’’ so as to make it read: 

« Provided, That the right of suffrage, and of holding 
office, shall be exercised only by citizens of the United 
States, including those recognized as citizens by the treat 
with the Republic of Mexico, concluded February 2, | 
and such aliens born as bave declared their intentions 0 
become citizens of the United States.’ 

Mr. KING. I really cannot see what the hon- 
orable Senator wants. Does he mean to confer 0 
aliens residing in the territories privileges which 
aliens residing in the States ‘do not possess? Under 
the treaty, the Mexicans inhabiting these terri 
ries were made American citizens on certain com 
ditions, and of course will be allowed to vote. !t 
certainly cannot be the intention of the honorable 
Senator to allow Chinese, Sandwich Islanders, 
and others who know nothing about our institu 
tions, to vote and be eligible to office. If he does 
not mean that, I should like to know what the 
amendment does mean. I should really like 
have some explanation of its object. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, 1 mean pre 
cisely what the amendment expresses. | mean 
that all aliens in these territories, who have de 
clared their intention to become citizens of the 
United States, shall be allowed yhe privilege of 
voting. This is a subject that has been heretofore 
considerably discussed in Congress. | do not feel 

provision which 


now. The 
I have proposed as an amendment to this bill was 


not contained in the bill providing for the gover" 
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of dissatisfaction was consequently produced. A | 
jarge portion of our population were composed of | 
Dutch. They had to sustain a government in || 
which they had no voice, and they complained i 
very much of not being allowed to vote, although || 
they had to pay taxes. Our Legislature finally | 

esed an act allowing aliens who had declared i} 
their intentions to become citizens, the right to i 
yote. The first election after this was an election | 
for delegates to form a constitution. This pro- || 
yision was then inserted in the constitution of 
Wisconsin. It has had, I believe, a very salutary 
effect. I never knéw or heard of any evil result- || 


I have offered this amendment with 


in this case. 


no desire to discuss it, but simply. to get a vote of | 


Fi 


ing from it. I do not believe any evil would result | 
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ment of the Tertitory of Wisconsin. A great deal || resident only derives incidental advantages from 





the Senate upon it. 


yents in offering and voting for this amendment. 
Mr. BUTLER. Iam sorry that the chairman | 
of the Committee on Territories [Mr. Doveras] | 
is not now in his place. 

the provision referred to by the Senator from Wis- 

consin was the subject of conversation in that 
committee. I do not think we ought to extend the 
right of suffrage and eligibility to office in these | 
Territories beyond the citizens of the United States | 
and those made such by the treaty with Mexico. | 
| shall, therefore, vote against any such extension | 
of the right as that contemplated by the amend- | 
ment. I think our laws are uncommonly liberal | 
to foreigners. There are certain rights which 1 | 
| 


have no doubt the territorial legislatures will grant 
these persons; for instance, the right of holding 
property in land and various other rights. But 
the rights of suffrage and of eligibility to office 
ought not to be extended in these Territories be 


yond the terms of the treaty, or beyond the terms || 


of the original bill. This matter, as I before re- 
marked, was the subject of conversation in the | 


committee, and it was thought best to leave the || to have such Senate bills, lying on the Speaker's || 


provision as it now stands. 


ment of Mr. WaLKER, it was not agreed to. 


other amendment to offer, of which I spoke some || Speaker’s table, but he objected to considering it || 
time since, which does not at all affect the general ,' un 
provisions of the bill. Itjs to strike out of the tenth \| 
section the words, “ Nor shall the lands of other || 


roperty of non- 


ands or other property of residents.” 


I presume thafno person who has lived in the |) Mr. Mason to close debate on the bounty land 
western country, or in any of the Territories, has || bill * to-morrow at one o’clock.”’ 


failed to observe that itis a great embarrassment 
to the Territories, as soon as they began to pros- 


I believe that | am but-fairly || 
representing the wishes and feelings of my constit- § 


I recollect distinctly that || 


| the time of the Senate, I think that we had better 


| 


| 





|| table, as would not give rise to debate, laid before || 

The question then veing taken on the amend- || the House. 
| 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, { have an- || objection to taking up all the business on the 


idents be taxed higher than the ‘| in order to be the motion made last evening by 


{ 
} 
| 


‘ 


might finally turn out that non-residents would 


\| gentlemen who were in favor of laying the resolu- 





; _ -~ 
| The SPEAKER announced—ayes 57, noes 53; 
| NO quorum voting. 

Mr. JONES asked the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and resulted—. 
yeas 95, nays 79; aa foliow: 

YEAS—Mesers. Ajexarivter, Anderson, Andrews, Baker, 
Bingham, Booth, Briggs, William J. Brown, Buel, Barrowa, 
Thomas B. Butler, E. Carrington Cabetl, Joseph Cable, 
Calvin, Cartier, Casey, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Corwit, 
Dimmick, Doty, Danbam, Fiteh, Fowlet, Freediey, Gid+ 
| dings; Gondenow, Gott, Gould, Green, Grinnell, Hi, Hat. 

loway, Haralson. Harian, Hay. Hibbard, Hoagland, Huston, 
| Howe, Hunter, William T. Jackson, Julian, Daniel BP. King, 
| George G. King, Preston King, La Sire, Leffier, Livlefietd, 
| Horace Mann, Marshall, Mason, McClervand. MeDonald, 
| MeGrughev, Meacham, Merehead, Morris, Morse, Nes, 
Newell, Peaslee, Phelps, Pitman, Putnam, Revd, Reynolds, 

Risley, Robinson, Rockwell. Root, Rumsey, Sackett, School- 
| craft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Riehard H. Stanvwen, 
| thaddeus Stevens, Steteon, Taylor, James Thompson, 
| William Thompson, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dy ke, Walden, 
| Waldo, Wentworth, White, Whittlesey, Willism=, Wilmot, 
? : Winthrop, Wood, and Woodward—95. 
adhere to the uniform practice of the Government || _NAYS—Mesers. Alhertson, Alston, Ashe, Ashmun. Bayly, 
on the subject. | Beale, Bissell, Bokee, Bowie, Bowlin, Brooks Alle G. 

| Brown, Burt, Cheater Butler, George A. Caldwell, Conndier, 


The question then being taken on the amend- | Clinewan, Cole, Conger, Crowell, Dantel, Deberry, Dixon, 
ment, it was not agreed to. ; 


: | Ewing, Featherston, Fuller. Gorman, Hamilton, Harapton, 
Other amendments were offered and discussed ae . ar we, meee Hittiard, Holteday, 
until half- % é ; ; owar ubbare nge. Joseph W. Jackson, James 1. 
be a d th eo = saat of which a report will Johnson, Jones, James G. King. John A. King, Job Mann, 
na in the Appen x. . | Matteson, McDowell, McLanahan, Finis BE. Mclean, Me- 
Several Senators submitted amendments, which || Queen, Mc Willie, Milleon, Moore, Morton, Oids, Orr, Otis, 
they will hereafter offer, that they might be print- || Outlaw, Parker, Peck, Potter, Richardson, Robbins, Rose, 
ed, which was ordered . | Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Seddon, Shepperd, Frederick P. 
Th s 4 - . || Stanton, Alexender H Stephens, Strong, Sweetser, Thomas, 
e Senate then proceeded to Executive busi- "|! Jacob Thompson, Venable, Vinton, Wallace, Watkins, 
ness; and after some time spent therein, the Senate || Weliborn, Wildriek, and Young—79. 
adjourned. So the amendment to the amendment was agreed 


the government there. 

There is one sort of taxation to which the non- 
resident is subject, and for which he receives no | 
benefit whatever, It is what is called the “ road- 
tax.”* This is a tax which the non-resident bas | 
o pay, but from which he derives no benefit. | 
The benefit is derived by those who travel over } 
the road. It is a great inconvenience, to be sure, || 
that a large quantity of land should remain unculti- } 
vated in the hands of persons residing abroad. If 
we were to sanction this principle, however, it 





have to bear the burden of taxation altogether. 
The advantages which the non-resident derives 
are altogether incidental and indirect, and I think 
he ought not to be taxed for these more than the 
resident is for his direct and positive advantages. 
Upon the whole, therefore, without trespassing on 


coeeleiecedtela | to 
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The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. Objection was made. 
THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. | cone petiion vies meepee on agreeing to the 
ed. 
Mr. LEFFLER asked the junanimous consent || Mr, VENABLE asked that the. amendment 
might be reported to the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state the 
| question. The original resolution offered by the 
| gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Mason} proposed 
| to close the debate on the bounty land bill to- 

morrow, at one o’clock. The gentleman from 

Indiana [Mr. A.serrson] moved to strike out 
| “ to-morrow” and insert ** Saturday.”’ The gen- 
| tleman from New York [Mr, Preston Kine} 
| moved to amend the amendment by striking ut 
|** Saturday”? and inserting “this day.” Ths 
| amendment to the amendment has been agreed to; 
|and the question now recurs on agreeing to the 
| amendment as amended. In other words, on in- 
| serting in the resolution “ this day.” 


Mr. SAVAGE, who was in the post office nt 
| the moment his name was called, asked the unan- 
| imous consent of the House to record his vote. 


Mr. JONES objected. He said he had no 


this condition. 
CLOSE OF DEBATE. 
The SPEAKER announced the first business 


' Mr. Jones, to lay on the table the resolution of 


Mr. MASON said, he had understood from some 





per and offer inducements to settlers, that the land |; tion on the table, that they were willing to close || 


is bought up in patches and quantities—the best || debate to-morrow; and, as the resolution read 
land being bought by non-residents for purposes of | * to-morrow,” he héped the gentleman from Ten- 





speculation. These non-residents get the benefit || nessee would withdraw the motion to lay on the 


Mr. VENABLE, (to the Speaker.) Has the 


| previous question been called? 


| The SPEAKER, 


It has not. 
Mr. VENABLE. Then I desire to say a word. 


of the labor of the residents who improve the land. 
The residents improve the land and increase its 


value. Thus the value of the land of the non- | the resolution by inserting Saturday. 
resident is increased. The Territories have had || 


no remedy by which to forée these non-residents 
to contribute their proportion for this. 


s been the practical operation of it, for the resi- 


dent is taxed on his labor, while the non-resident || 
has the value-of his lands increased by the labor || the present, to see in what form the House would 


of the resident. ‘The non-resident has the benefit 
. this, without contributing a share of the bur- 
en. 


I have not offered this amendment for the pur- 


fered entering into any discussion on it. I of- 
ered this same amendment to the Oregon bill 
when it was under consideration. The Senate 


| 
} 


The op- | 
eration of the provision which I now propose to | 
strike out has always been to make residents really || Kentucky could modify it, if he saw fit, by in- 
pey a great deal more than non-residents. That || 
a 


Several Voices: The resolution is not deba- 
table. 
The SPEAKER stated that debate was not in 
order on the resolution. 
Mr. FEATMERSTON, (to the Speaker.) Will 
| the Chair oblige me by stating what the question 
| will be if the amendment to the amendment is 
| rejected? 
serting Saturday, but an amendment was not now || The SPEAKER. If the amendment to the 
in order. | amendment is rejected, the question will recur on 
Mr. JONES withdrew the motion, he said, for || the adoption of the original resolution offered by 
the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Masow,] 
| which proposes to close the debate to-morr@w at 
| one o’clock. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I ask the yeas 
and nays on agreeing to the amendment as amend- 
ed 


‘| table. 

'| Mr. DANIEL said, he would move io amend || 
} 
The SPEAKER stated, that no amendment was 
in order pending the motion to lay on the table. 
The resolution, as it now stood, provided for the 
close of slebate to-morrow. The gentleman from 


| 
t 





| place the resolution. 

I The question recurring on the adoption of the 

resolution— . 
Mr. MASON said, he was perfectly willing to || 

|| take to-morrow or Saturday; he would let the 
resolution stand fixing to-morrow, and if any 


The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
gentleman saw fit, he could move wo insert 


taken, resulted—yeas 99, nays 83; as follow: 








m not then adopt it. I now offer the amendment, Saturday. . || YEAS—Mesers. Atesuader, Aodesmn. Aagrewrs, wing. 
t we may have a vote of the Senate upon it. Mr. ALBERTSON moved as an amendment to || 5°™, "ooth, Boyd, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, William J, 
; ndment. i : 1 Brown, Buel, Burrows, Chester Butler, Thomas B. Butler 

Mr. CLAY. 1 think the ame nt, if adopt- || insert Saturd |B. ©. Cabell, Joreph Cable, Calvin. Cartter, Oasey, 


ay. 

Mr. PRESTON KING moved to amend the 
amendment by inserting to-day. 

The SPEAKER stated, that the question was 
first on the amendment to the amendment. 

Mr. JONES inquired if the qiestion would not 
first be on the longest time? 

The SPEAKER stated, that, in the opinion of 
the Chair, the rule to which the gentleman referred 


ed, would be in violation of the uniform principle 
and practice of the Government. As far as I re- 
a the got ren has never made any dis- 
nation, in the imposition of taxes, between 
the lands of residents and of non-residents. {t is 
very true, as stated by the Senator from Wiscon- 
Sin, that there is, inconvenience, some hard- 
ships, on the part of the residents. But he ought 


Fee that if the resident citizens bear the || did not apply in this case, but the questi 
Soot olen cmecmececbectaersiee | nce eames cme 
- was on to insert 
ment in Which it affords, wep ia oF ree 








Chand'er, Clarke, W Hiamson B. W. Cobh, Corwin, Crow- 
ell, Dickey, Dimmick, Doty, Dunham, Pitch, Fowler, Preed- 
ley, Giddings, Gondenow, Gott, Gould, Greee, Grinnell, 
Hall, Hatloway, Haralson, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, Hay 
Hibbard, Hoagland, Houston, Howe, Huoter, William T, 
Jackson, Julian, Daniel P. King, George &. King, Preston 
King, La Sare, Leffler, Litttefield, Marshall, MeCternand, 
McDonald, MeGauvhey, Morris, Nes. Newell, Ogle, Penslee, 
Pheips, Phenix, Pitman, Putnam, Reed, Reynolds, Kisiey, 
Robinson, Rockwell, Root, Rum-ey, Sackett. Schermerhorn, 
Schoolcraft, Silvester, Spaulding, Sprague, Richard H. Star - 
ton, Thaddens ee oss, Ta (oe aaa oe 
son, Tuck, Underhill, Van Dyke th) ent- 

‘ White, Whittlesey, iltiama, Wilmot, Wistusop, 


worth 
Wood, and ¥ 


a 
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NAVS—Mesers. Albertson, Allen, Alston, Ashe, Ash- | 


mn, Averett. Baker, Bayly, Beale, Bissell, Boker, Bowie, 


| 
B wiin, Brooks, Burt, George A. Catdwell, Clintman, Cole, | 
j 


Conger, Cowrad, Daniel, Deverty, Deney, Dixon, Nathan 


Evans, Ewieg, Pratherston, Puller, Gorman, Hamilton, || 


Hamptm, Hebard, Henry, Hilliard, Holl-day, Howard, 
Hubbard, Inge, Joseph W. Jack#on, Andrew Johnson, Jas. 


1.. Johnsen, Jones, John A. King, Jub Mann, Matteson, | 
_after the commencement of the war, and after | 


M: Dowell, MeKissock, Pinis BE. McLean, McQueen, Miller, 
Millson, Moore, Morehead, Morse, Morton, Olds, Orr, Otis, 
Outlaw, Parker, Peck, Pouer, Richardson, Robbins, Ross, 
Savage, Sawtelle, Seddon, Shepperd, Alexander H 
phens, Strong, SWeetser, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, James 


Ste- | 


| much of the service had been rendered. 
| lation to that war, therefore, these bounty lands 


Thompean, Toombs, Venable, Vinten, Wallace, Watkins, | 


Wellborn, Wildrick, and Woodward—t3. 


to. 


| mencement of the war. 
| been fought before Congress gave the soldiers of 


were not granted to them until long after the com- 
Some hard battles had 
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= ty 


that waranything. The first bounty land bill, after || 


the commencement of the war, was not passed | 
until the 11th February, 1847, nearly twelve months | 


In re- 


were entirely gratuitous, and the services were not 
regarded in the light of acontract, I wish, sir, to 


| ask the committee if they are disposed to make a 


So the amendment to the amendment was agreed | ' 
|| the wars with Mexico and those who fought in the || 


The question then recurred onthe adoption of the | 


resolution as thus amended; and, having been 
taken, was decided in the affirmative. 
So the resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


distinction between those soldiers who fought in 


wars with Great Britain, and under Gen. Wayne, 
on the northwestern frontier, and in the Seminole 


|} and other Indian wars, many of whom are now 


And the House determined that all debate on the || 


bounty land bill should terminate this day at one | 
o’clock, 
BOUNTY LAND BILL. 

Mr. COBR, of Alabama, moved that the House | 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the | 
siafe of the Union. 

The question having been taken and decided in 
the affirmative— 

The House resolved itself into Committee of | 


» WwW tat i Mr. - |} ; 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Ricn- || the bounty of Congress will be extended equall 


| to all; and that we shall not, to use a trite ex 


ee ; 4 ” 
‘‘ providing for the soldiers of the war of 1812, || Pression. make flesh of one and fish of another. 


Arpson in the chair,) and resumed the considera- 
tion of the special order of the day, being the bill | 


1813, 1814, and 1815, with Great Britain; the In 
dian wars of 18)1; the Florida (Seminolean) war 
of 1835. 18386 &e + and the war Known as Genéral 
Wayne's, of 1792 to 1795, that have not hereto- | 
fore been provided for.’”’ 

Mr. HARALSON was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HILLIARD requested the gentleman from | 
Georgia [Mr. Hararson] to yield the floor for a | 
moment, to allow him (2 
amendment, 

The CHAIRMAN said, the Chair would re- 
mind the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hi- 
LiARp] that no amendment was now in order. 

Mr. HILLIARD said, he merely desired to | 
give notice that he wou! offer the amendment at 


the proper time; and he asked that it might be read Hl the view which he takes of it,-the act of 1847 coes 


for information. 

The amendment was accordingly read for in- 
formation, and is in the following words: 

Provided, That the persons to whom the said lands are 
hereby granted, shall actually oceupy and cultivate the said 
lands for the space of “ twelve months.’ 

Mr. HARALSON, who was entitled to the 
floor, then rose and addressed the committee to the 
following effect: 

Mr. Crainman: I beg leave, at the outset of my | 
remarks, to give notice to those gentlemen who | 
are desirous to obtain the floor, that it is not my 
intention te occupy the full time which the rule of 
the House allows me. The only purpose I have 
in view is, to answer some of the objections which | 
have been made by varigus gentlemen to the pas: | 
sage of a bill. Ido not say this very bill, or this | 
bil as it may be modified by the amendments | 
which have been proposed to it, but to the passage 


of, nny bill which may be proposed to be passed | 


by Congress granting portions of the public lands | 
(o the soldiers who have rendered services to their | 


| Great Britain in 1812, 1813, 1814, and 1815, or || 
! on our northwestern frontier, or in the Seminole and 


| ico, they are all alike entitled to the gratitude and | 


| massage of this bill, that under the act of 28th of 
|! January, 1847, we have outstanding obligations to | 
| the holders of the loan negotiated in that year, 
| having granted a lien on those lands to the public 

| creditors of the United States, and that by this 


| lands to the soldiers who have served in our wars. 
|The ge hio [Mr. : 

r. Hiturarp) to offer an || The gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] tella us 

; || that these public landsare all pledged to the bond- 


| holders of the United States, and we have no right 


|| stricken in years and suffering from poverty? Is 


it intended to place these on a different footing 
from those who fought in Mexico, or will youex- 
tend to them the same bounties which you have | 
giveh to other soldiers in other wars? Whether 
our patriotic citizens turned out to contend against 
with General Wayne, in 1792, to repel the Indians 
Creek wars in the South, or in the war with Mex- | 


the reward of their country; and I hope, sir, that 


But, Mr. Chairman, it has been objected to the 


lien we are barred from granting these bounty 





thus to dispose of them. Now, sir, the views 


| which | take of the character of this act of Jan- | 
| uary, 1847, and the obligations it imposes on us, 
/are very different from those given by the gentle- 


man from Ohio. But even looking at that, in 


| no further in its provisions than to pledge those 


| 


| 
| 


| 


} 


| 


i 
} 


| 


country in the several wars in which we have been | 
engaged. I have never, I confess, been able to | 
undeftand the peculiar process by which those || 


who have made these objections have come to the || 1847? 


conclusion, that some one portion of these patriotic 


soldiers who have done services to the country are 
entitied to grants of the public lands, while other 
portions, who had rendered an equal amount of 
services, are not entitled. 
go into an investigation of the history of the 
legielation of Congress on this subject, or into the 
reasons which have heretofore operated on Con- 
pies to sanction this system of granting bounty 
ands to our soldiers, y some, it was originally 
viewed im the light in which the gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Sackett] and other gentlemen 
have viewed it, as a contract; while by others it 
has heen regarded as nota mere fulfillment of a 
contract, but as a gratuity, after the performance 
of valuable services; and a gratuity in the fullest 
sense of the word it is. Such was the case in 
relerence te the grants to the soldiers who were 


engaged in the war with Mexico, These bounties 


It is not my design to | 


| 


public lands which were the property of the 
United States at the time when that pledge or mort- 
gage was given; nor can such pledge or mortgage 
be binding on any other portion of the public do- 
main. The act can only bind ench of the lands as 
were in the possession of the United States at the 
time of its passage. In order that | may not put 
others in error, and that | may commit no _ error 
myself, [will read the section of the act of Jan- 
uary, 1847, on which those gentlemen who. have 
made this objection rely to sustain it. The 19th 


|| section of the act of 28th of January, 1847, is as 


follows: 
‘That for the payment of the stock which may he created 


| under the provisions of this act, the sales of the public lands 


are hereby pledged, and itis hereby made the duty of the 
Secretary of the Treasury to use and apply all the moneys 
which may be received into the Trensury for the sales of 
the public lands, after the first day of January eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight—first, to pay the interest on all 
stocks issued by virtue of this act; and secondly, to use the 
balance of said receipts, after paying the interest aforesaid, 
in the purchase of said stocks at their market value, pro- 
vided no more than par shal! be paid for.said stocks.” 
Now, sir, what lands are these which have 
heen thus pledged by the act of January (28, 
It will not be contended that the act con- 
templated the pledging of the faith of Congress 
further than in reference to the lands which. were 
at that time in the possession of the United States, 
1 am prepared, sir, to show what was the amount 
of land we had unappropriated at that time. Since 
the passage of the act of 1847, we have acquired 
from Mexico a large extent of country. In order 
that the subject may be better understood by the 
committee, perhaps it may not be amiss here to 
state what was the amount of the public lands 
then belonging to the United States: The aggre- 
gate quantity of the public lands belonging to the 
United States at that time, was 283,715,713 acres, 


| which excludes what lies in the Territory, of Ore- 


gon, and all that we have acquired from Mexico. 
The very broadest construction, therefore, which 
could be given to this act of 1847 in favor of the 
public creditors, can only extend this lien over 
those lands then belcaging to the United States. 


| 
| 


| 


'| to 103. 
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And are these all the lands whick belon 
United States? We have since quien tae 
lands to about one hundred thousand soldiers oh 
were engaged in the war with Mexico; the result 
of which war has been the acquisition of territory 
to an extent not then known. In California and 
New Mexico we have acquired according to. the 
statement in the Land Office, 526,017 square miles 
making 336,689,920 acres, west of the Rig 
Grande, including no part of the land which some 
gentlemen think belongs to New Mexico, and 
which, if they are right in their judgment, is to be 
added to the above amount. And there Js now 
belonging to the United States, the territory in 
Oregan, computed at 341,463 square miles, o- 
218,536,320 acres. And these were not included in 


| the public domain of the United States at the time 


when the act of 28th January; 1847, was passed, 
The whole of the nnblic lands now, may be egii- 


| mated at 833.941,953 acres. 


While on this part of the subject, Mr. Chair. 
man, it may be worthy of remark, that the ect of 
1847, containing this pledge «f the public lands for 
the purpose of inducing capitalists to become bid. 


| ders for the loan, so far from increasing the eaver- 


ness of bidders, did notin any rerceptible degree 
affect the sales of the stock. Nor did it prevent 
Congress from disposing of the public lends, even 
at the time when the act of January, 1847, was 
passed. Early in the month of February, Con- 
gress passed the bounty land bill, for the benefit 


of the 100,000 soldiers serving in the Mexican 
| war. What was the effect of this act of Congress? 


Did it throw any impediment in the way of the ne- 
gotiations for the loan? When the bonds came 
into market were they reduced in value in conse- 
quence of this grant to the Mexican soldiers? 
They were all taken at a premium of from two to 
three per cent., large quantities being taken at 102 
If lam wrong as to this fact, Lhope I 
shall be corrected. They were sold, therefore, 
with all this lien on the public lands, lessened by 
the grant of bounty lands, for more than their par 
value, in the city of Washington. How, then, can 
it he alleged that the granting these bounties can 
affect the confidence of the bondholders in the se- 
eurity given by the act of 1847? One hundred 
thousand patents for bounty lands have been is- 
sued under the act of 1847, and we have seen the 
price of the United States stocks advancing from 
102 and 103 to 119. After this statement of facts, 
sir, can any gentleman be serious in advancing the 
argument that the stocks of the United States 
have been injuriously affected by the granting of 
bounty lands to our soldiers? I think not. Ido 
not know where our stocks will stop in their on: 
ward advance—when they will reach their highest 
point of value. On this point I am not so well 
prepared to speak as either my friend from South 
Carolina or my friend from Maryland. I[ am not 
so familiar with the subject of stocks as they seem 
to be. But I know that the lien, which they al- 
lege to be an obstacle to our granting these bounty 
lands, has not lessened the value of the loan, and 
that it never will, in my opinion; and for this rea- 
son—that the public eteditors do not look for their 
security to the public lands; but they look to the 
other resources of the United States, which they 
consider as amply sufficient to guaranty the pay- 
ment of all her debts, not perhaps within twelve 
months, but in five or ten yeals. Some of the 
stocks now in market are not redeemable antl 
1860, perhaps ata still later period. But that-they 
will be paid no one doubts. 

I wish now to say a word or two to my friend 
from Ohio, who insinuated that the friends of this 
bill ought to be careful lest they create, by this 
policy of granting away bounty lands, the neces- 
sity for a revision and increase of the tariff of 1846. 
Now, in reply to this I have to say, if the passage 
of the bill would be attended with any such con- 
sequence, I apprehend | should be doing that gen- 
tleman no injustice in saying | should expect 
find him one of its warmest advocates. If we 
leave the ta:iff of 1846 alone to its operation, 
there need be no cause for alarm. What with 
the rapid inerease of our trade, and the revenue 
which is annually accruing from the act of 1846, 
as it now stands, if the finances of the country are 
administered witha proper degree of economy, 
the Government will be able, when its bonds be- 
come due, to pay them all off in good faith. | hope 
this will be the case, and I have no doubt of it. 

There is, indeed, one means by which this pros 
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us condition of things may be prevented, and 

is, any ‘al attempt, on our part, to dis- 
that ww, é . : 
urb the present state of things in relation to the 
revenue—1 mean the tariff. You know, sir, that 
the tariff of 1846 works well. It has given us 
an abundant revenue; it has falsified all the pre- 
jictions of these who saw in itonly a futile source 
of disaster and rnin; and it has more than realized 
the most sanguine expectations of its friends. I 
would say, then, to use a homely phrase, “Let 
well enough alone.” I assure you, sir, when 
centlemen talk of this bounty lands system ren- 
dering it necessary that the tariff shall be increased, 
they are far from disturbing my equanimity. Such 
language may alarm the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Houmes,] but I assure you, it hag 
no terrors for me. Iam inclined to suspect, too, 
that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vinton] has 
heen seized with the panic which seems to distress 
his southern friends, 

Now, sir, it has been alleged that such has been 
the injurious effect of the tariff of 1846, that our 
manufactarers are no longer able to pursue their 
business with any profitable result. It is pretended 
that, on this account, some of the manufactur- 
ing establishments have been partially if not alto- 
gether suspended—that they will actually be com- 
nelled to stop business. To this, I can only say, 
that for some years past, I have particularly direct- 
ed my attention to this kind of business, and I see 
in my section of country all these establishments 
ning on prosperously under the ample protection 
afforded by the tariff of 1846. If the manufacta- 
rers are not doing well in the North, let them, if 
they will, turn their attention to the state of things 
in the South; let them.come to the South, and see 
how prosperously our manufacturers are going on; 
and | think they will feel inclined to invest their 
capital there. We have, besides other induce- 
ments, an abundance of unemployed water-power. 
] can say, with confidence, that there is no pur- 
suit, no branch of industry, in my State, in a 
more thriving condition than that of manufactures. 
There is no business in which capital is more pro- 
ductive. I admit that the manufacturers are not 
making so much as they did when the raw mate- 
rial was to be obtained at lower prices: but there 
is no business in the South which thrives better. 
than the manufacturing of cotton. With these 
facts before me, sir, I cannot admit that there is 
any ground for the panic which appears to have 
seized on some gentlemen. Sir, I will not pledge 
myself to vote for the billin its present form. 
But I intend to propose ah amendment or two, 
which | hope will be adopted, and which will pat 
the bill in a more unobjectionable form. 

It may be well, sir, to examine into the state of 
the country, and to see what is the probable num- 
ber of soldiers who will be entitled to come in and 
claim the benefits of this bill. I confess, that 
until | entered into an investigation of thia point, 
I was not aware of the great number of soldiers— 
taking into view all the different wars in which 
we have been engaged—who would be entitled 
to this relief. I should probably consume too 
much of the time of this committee if I were to 
g0 into the specifications which I have prepared, 
or the purpose of obtaining full and accurate in- 
formation on the subject. Probably there may 
not have been less than five hundred thousand 
soldiers who have been engaged in these wars— 
taking the whole of our wars, and every term of 
service, however short, into the caleulation, But 
even if they reach that number, there is no reason 
why gentlemen should feel any alarm. This bill 
Proposes to.give to each soldier who may have 
served three months, forty acres of land; to those 
who have served six montha, eighty acres; and to 
those who have served twelve months, one hundred 
oe sixty acres. The whole amount of public 
ae thus granted could not exceed forty or fifty 
; a of acres, If you were to give to every 
one of these soldiers one hundred and sixty acres, 
would be searcely a drop in the bucket, when 
i look to the total extent of the public domain. 
ve every man living of these soldiers, and to the 
an or poet BC every one who has died there 

grant of one bundred and sixty acres, the 
whole would not exceed eighty millions. How 
ee land there belonging to the United States ? 
Caiforni there are 396,689 000 neve: andi the 
other States and territories 283,715,000 acres 
making a total of-about 838,941,000 acres. And 


millions of acres out of this | 


what would be eighty I : 

immense domain? It is but a drop in the bucket. 
Boes any gentleman meppqee the value of our 
stocks would be affected by such a grant? 


enue would result from it? The effect would be 
too slight to be perceptible. 

Some gentlemen have referred to the annual cost 
which is devolved on the United States by the ex- 
penses incurred for the extinguishment of Indian 


titles, surveys, land offices, &c. On this subject I | 


have made inguiry at the General Land Office, and 
I have satisfied myself that, after deducting all the 
cosis, after defraying the expense of purchasing 
the Indian title and the land offices, the netamount 
of every acre sold is about one dollar and two 
or three cents. If you were to grant to every sol- 
dier who has been engaged inour various wars since 
the establishment of our Government 160 acres, 
there would still be left nearly eight hundred mil- 
lions of acres. Js it to be believed, then, that the 
effect of this grant would be a depreciation of our 
stock; or that the revenue would be so reduced as 
to render it necessary to alter the tariff laws if we 
pass this bill, when such a vast extent of the 
public domain would still be left undisposed of. 
No, sir; there is no ground for panic. 

A word or two, sir, on the objection, that the 
relation between the Government and these sol- 
diers isa contract. He who complies with the 
condition of a contract to which he isa party, does 
his duty well. But he does nothing more than his 
obligation under the contract imposes on him. But 


Does | 
any one suppose that any .diminution of the rev- | 





this view of the case does not lessen the obligation | 


of the Government to dg its duty towards him 
who, without any contract, goes out to fight the 
battles of his country. If a distinction is to be 


|| erence to this matter. 
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* That all bounty land warrants or certificates which may 
hereafter be ianed wader the provisions of the niath section 
of the act of the Lith February, 1547, and under this ret, shall 
be issued, located, and patent) d in the name of the soldier 
who performed the service, whether living or dead, and such 
patents shall ienure to the benefit of the persen or pereouk 
entitled to the same. 

“Sec. 2, nd be it further enacted, That no transfer ai 
land granted in virtue of this act, or any other law giving 
bounties of land to non commissioned officers, musicians, 
and privates, shall be valid unless the contract or ngreement, 
therefor, or letter of attorney giving power to sell or convey, 
shall have been executed after the patents s ail be issued 
and delivered to the persons entitled thereto.” 


By this means, sir, | think we shall cut off »pee-. 
ulators from obtaining these lands by fraud. | 
know, sir, that great frauds have been practiced 
on the soldiery, and Lam anxious to guard against 
them. In some cases, | believe, companies have 
been formed, who are engaged in the business of 
buying up these warrants, or of procuring men to 


|| represent and identify claimants, by which means 
| they obtain the warrants, and the rightful owner is 
eee The law of 1847 is insufficient to pro- 


ct the claimants against these depredators. 


| There is noeffectual way but to issue the warrant 


to the soldier himself, and to put him at once in 
| possession of the patent, and this will secure to kim 
his right. 

Mr. MEADE (Mr. Hanatson yielding for an 


inquiry) asked some questions inaudib'e to the 


reporter, relative to the inconvenience which must 
attend the location of the smaller grants of forty 
acres, especially where the situation of the lands 


was remote from the residence of the claiment. 


Mr. HARALSON, (resuming.) I do not think 


| it necessary to make any change in the bill, in ref’ 


think that in moat of the 


|| eases, the claimant will find it easy to step into 


made, it ought to be in favor of him who rushes | 


voluntarily into the war, animated solely by mo- 
tives of patriotism, and not of him who moves to 
the field induced by the bounty which is offered to 
him. 


which has been urged against the pessage of any 


that I do not regard myself as pledged to this par- 
ticular bill. The gentleman from Maryland [Mr. 
Evans] objects to bills of this character, because 
they operate to the encouragement of speculators. 
He objects that the parties for whom the relief is 
intended are but slightly benefited, while in a 
great majority of cases, the advan'ages innure to 
speculators who contrive to get possession of the 
lands. lam free to acknowledge, Mr. Chairman, 


I pass now, Mr. Chairman, to another objection | 


that there is too much truth in this objection so | 


far as it relates to the bill passed in 1847, for the 
benefit of the soldiers who served in the war with 
Mexico. In too many instances, IT am aware, 
they who ought to have received the bounty were 
swindled out of their lands. And this, sir, is at- 
tributable mostly to the loose and defective man- 
ner in which that bill was prepared. But, sir, is 
there no way to prevent these fraudulent practices ? 
I know how hard it is to head men who bend their 
minds to the discovery of any mde which their 
ingenuity can devise for the purpose of making 
money I know it is very difficult by any law to 
provide against these frauds. 
constituents have suffered severely by falling inta 
the hands of men of this stamp, And it is my de- 
sire, sir, if this bill is to pass, so to fortify it as to 
render it impossible for any speculator to get hold 


of these lands, until they have passed into the | 
|| spontaneous effusion of my heart to assure him 


hands of the rightful owners. But from the mo- 
ment the title passes into the hands of the owner, 
the protection of the law ceases. We can exer- 
cise no control over it after it has cone into the 
hands of the owner. 
erty to the winds. 

the land as he may think proper. No law can in- 
terfere with his purposes. All that I can do in 


the way of suggestion I will do: and [ shall move || 
so to fortify the bill as that, in every instance, the y 
amendments to grant landa to all persons who will 
i 
| 


patent shall be granted to the soldier himself, and 
thus all the advantage shall be secured to him, or 
to his widow and children, and he or they shall 
go direchy into the possession of the patent to the 
land. ith their future management or disposi- 
tion of the property we have no right to interfere 

There is another point. 1 propose, at the proper 
time,to submit to the committee some amendments, 
for the purpose of having them considered before 
the bill comes up again for final action, and 1 wili 
now read them. They are as follow: 


Many of my own | 


bounty lands bill, for I wish it to be understood || 


the adjoining State to locate his linds; and if he 
cannot do this, it will be better to send a faithful 
friend who will locate his land for him, than to sell 
it for one half of its value, or less, which has been 
done frequently; or to lose it altogether, as it some 
times happens. [| have no doubt, sir, that many 
of the soldiers who fought in the Mexican way, 
and for whose benefit the act of 1847 was passed, 
were swindled out of their lands. The provision 
| whieh I propose, to remedy this evil, is to deliver 
the warrant and the patent to the claimant himeelf, 
so that he may either locate his lands, or obtsin 
| some friend to locate them-for him. He can then 
| return his certificate to the General Land Office, 
/ and be put in possession of the patent to the land, 
and sell itif he thinks proper to do so. ‘This, [ 
| hope, will be a sufficient answer to the objection 
of the gentleman from Maryland. — 
| I have a great dislike, Mr. Chairman, to refer 
to particular cases, but there is a case presented 
| to me in my own district, which I confess has af- 
fected me deeply. One of Wayne’s men, who 


| was out with that gallant officer in 1792, and who 
| 


|| is now very old, came to me and presented me a 


|| discharge, signed by the old General himself, with 


|| whom he had faithfully served three years. 





1] 


| . . 
| reward for his services. 


He may throw all his prop. || 
He has the right to dispose of |, 


He 
had been receiving only six dollars a month as a 
He thought his case 
| hard, when he heard of the more liberal gratuitivs 
| which Congress has given to the soldiers of the 
| Mexican war, ‘When you are giving lenis 

(said he) tothe soldiers who were in he service dur- 
| ing the war with Mexico foronly three monihs,«tiy 
| should you nof be as generous to the old soldiers 
| who fought under General Wayne for three years?” 
| I was dumb, Mr. Chairman. I could give no eat- 
| isfactory reasons for this distinction. It was a 


that, so far as any effort of mine could obtein i, 
he should have the benefit of these bounty lands. 
| | am here, sir, to-day, to redeem my pledge to 
this old man, Jackson. | am entirely opposed to 
any system which gives these gratuitics to one, 
| and denies them to another. But the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] as well as others 
who have addressed the committee, has given ro- 
tice of his intention to propose and advocate 


settle them, without respect to their military ser- 
vice. Sir, it requires no sharpness of vision to 
see the object of such liberality: it is to weigh 
down, and ultimately defeat the bill. | trust, sir, 
that its friends may defeat such umendments, and 
stand by the reasonable amendments of its friends, 
amendments intended in good faith to perfect the 
bill. 


One word more, and { have done. When you 


are so liberally disposing of the public lands 1 
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railroad companies, and for other objects, may it 
not be well to decide that, out of the immense pub- 
lic domain, extending as it does from the Atian- 


tic to ghe Pacific in inimense quantities yet uniis- | 


posed of, these who have participate 
wars shall receive a small share? 
have already received it. 


whose meritorious services equally entitle them 
to it. 


{ had intended yesterday, Mr. Chairman, to | 
But the points [ || 
have reserved have been so fully and ably dis- | 


say much more on the subject. 


cussed by other gentlemen, that I shall desist from 


troubling the committee with any further observa- | 


tions. 

Mr. H. gave notice of the following amend- 
merits, which he would offer or not, as the course 
of proceeding might render proper, viz: 

“That all bounty land warrants, or certificates, which 


may hereafter be ixsued under the provisions of the 9th sec- || 


tion of the act of February 11, 1847, and under this act, shall 
be issued, located, and patented in the name of the soldier 
whe performed the service, whether living or dead, and 
such patents shall innure to the benefit of tie person or per- 
sons entitied to the same. 

“Seo. 2. And be it further enacted, That no transfer of 
jand granted in virtue of this act,or any other law giving 
b unties of land to non-commissioned officers, musicians, 


and privates, shall be valid u@less the contractor agreement || 


there‘or, or letter of attorney giving power to sell or con- 
vey, shall have been executed after the patents shall be is- 
sued and delivered to the persons entitled thereto.” 


Mr. WATKINS followed, 

Mr. W. said, that he had desired to obtain 
the floor upon this bill before the time had so 
nearly arrived for the termination of this debate, 
but was unable to do so when he would have had 
more time for elaboration than was now allowed 
him. He had no wish, however, to prolong the de- 
bate beyond the limits assigned it by the parlia- 
mentary action of the committee, if it were in his 
power to evade that rule. He would therefore 
proceed, without preliminary remarks, to offer to 
the consideration of the committee the reasons 
which governed his action in reference to this bill. 
He proceeded to reply to some of the arguments 
of gentlemen who had spoken on the previous da 
in opposition to this bill, in the course of whieh 
he said he m@st necessarily cordense and abridge 
hia arguments, 80 as to atfain all the points he de- 
sired to make within the prescribed rule. He 
showed, from statistical reports, the number of acres 
of public lands belonging to the Government of the 
United States; the number of soldiers that ap- 
peared, from the rolls in the Adjutant General’s 
office in Washington, to have been engaged in the 
services that this bill was designed to provide for; 
and the proportion of this domain in actual acres 
that it would require to fill the provisions of this 


bill. He argued that it would be, as shown by | 


the statistics which he had exhibited, a very in- 
signifeint eXpenditure compared with the whole 


anount of public lands, and the vast advantages || 


aceruing therefrom to those proposed to be provi- 
ded for by the bill. He replied to the argument of 
Mr. Vinton, as to the effect the passage of this 
law would have upon the revenue of the country, 
and its tendency to direct taxation, and contrasted 


the effects of this with the distribution policy for || 


which both the honorable member from Ohio and 


himself were advocates, and he trusted, honest ad- | 


vocates; and showed the results were no more 
alarming in the one than the other. He answered 
the objection of Mr. Evans, of Maryland, to the 
bill. an the ground that it did not provide for sail- 
ors, &c. 

He noticed the argument of Mr. Vinton as to 


the probable effects it would have upon the man. || 
ufaciuring and producing States, showing that it | 
would not, in his view, have any prejudicial in- || 


fluence upon the southern or western producing 
Siates. bt had been urged by gentlemen in oppo- 


sition to this bill, that it would injure all the old 
States. He could not conceive that such would 


be the result, True, it would diminish the specific 
pepanre in each old State in proportion to the 
indu 


cement it offered to emigration; but it could | 
not lessen the aggregate population, and could not, | 


therefore, have any bad effect in that particular; 
but would, in his lrasnt, greatly improve and 
amelhorate the condition of those who emigrated 
West and occupied these lands, while no detri- 


ment could result io the States whence they mi- | 


grated, except a very slight and inconsiderable 
diminution in the numerical strength of popuia- 
tion. He alluded to the singular and unnatural 
coincidence in the arguments of Mr. Houmes and. 


in your || 
A part of them | 
Give it, then, to others | 
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| Mr. Viton in regard to the effect of the bill upon 


|| the revenue—the one a free-trade man, andthe 
|| other an advocate of protection. He argued that 
| it would give an impetus to everything connected 
with, and brought into ‘requisition, in the way of 
| productive labor and industry—the interests of 
| both of which would be promoted. He expressed 
| his surprise that gentlemen would calculate the 
|| importance of this bill by the cold and iron rule 
of the loss or gain of a few shillings of the proba- 
ble future treasure of the nation. He referred to 
arguments urged, that it would favor speculation— 
|| argued to show that it would have a directly op- 
posite effect by increasing the number of land 
| warrants in the market, and thereby lessening the 
inducement both to buy and sell. He replied to 
the suggestions of gentlemen to give bounty land 
to everybody—those that were, or had been en- 
gaged, in the civil as well as the militaty service 
| of the country. He referred to history to show 
|| the character of the services and claims of the 
| gallant soldiers included in the provisions of the 
|| bill—spoke of the universal gratitude due them 
| from the whole American people—reminded gen- 
|| tlemen that they were indebted to those patriots 
| and soldiers for most of the rich and highly-es- 
| teemed privileges and immunities of this model 
Republic. 
| [A more extended report will be given here- 
after. 
Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would at the 
| proper time offer the following amendment: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That al) land warrants 
issued under and by authority of this act, shall be for the sole 
| use and benefit of the persons therein named, and their heirs, 
and shall not be transferable or liable for debt, but remain 
the property of the aforesaid parties or their heira, inaliena- 
ble; and provided the said warrants-are located within five 
years from the day they are issued, otherwise said warrants 
shall be void and of no effect. 

The hour of one having arrived— 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the time for 
debate having closed, the committee would now 

roceed to vote. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice of an amendment 
which he should offer’ hereafter, it not now being 
in order, which was read for information. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, rose for the purpose 
of making a few observations on the remarks 
which had fallen from the gentleman from Mary- 
land, [Mr. Evans.] That gentleman (said Me. 
C.) seems to be impressed with the idea that he 
knows a and that! know nothing. I know 
very well that the gentleman from Maryland pos- 
sesses great ability, as 1 served with him for about 
two years on the Committee on Public Lands. 

| He is, doubtless, perfectly acquainted with our 
land system in all its ramifications; and | am 
always ready, sir, to yield to him as knowing 
|| everything, while | know nothing. The gentle- 
man from Maryland put a question to me yester- 
|| day, asking me to inform him “*how many sol- 
| diers this bill provided for, and how many soldiers 
there were in the war of 1812.”’ He said, also, 
| that he desired to know “how many soldiers 
| there were in the Indian wars of 1811, the Florida 
war, and General Wayne's war.’’ I replied to 
him that I had the documents before me which 
would enable me to answer his questions. But 
how many of these soldiers have since died, and 
how many widows there are who may claim un- 
| der this bill, it is impossible for me to know. I, 
therefore, am not prepared to say how much land 
will be required to satisfy all the claimants under 
this bill, if it should psss. If the gentleman from 
Maryland is sincerely desirous of obtaining this 
information, and will call on me privately, 1 think 
I can be able to tell him the probable number of 
| soldiers in Wayne’s war, and of those who ren- 
, dered services in the other wars. 
Mr. EVANS. How many? 
Mr. COBB. Itis not necessary to answer the 
| gentleman now. I have all the information on the 
subject from the Adjutant General’s office; not 
| having the facts of my own knowledge, | made 
application to the proper source, from which I 
|| have obtained it. 
| ‘The gentleman from Maryland had proposed a 
| substitute for this bill, granting one hundred and 
| sixty acres of the public lands to every person 
who will permanenily settle upon and cultivate 
| the same. And this proposition he makes, afler he 
|| had urged that it would be in violation of the 
ledges given by the act of 1848, of all the public 
bade for the payment of the principal and interest 
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of the debt of the United States, to give there 
hounty lands as a reward for the services rende, 

in war. If the argument of the gentleman from 
Maryland was good against granting away any of 
these lands, was ft not equally good against grant 
ing them allaway? If we have no ‘authority ‘ 
take any of these lands, how can we take al 
The argument of the gentleman from Maryland 
has been mat answered. I desire now to 
ask the gentleman whether, ifthe bill were amendeq 


according to his suggestion, he would vote for j:) 
And as should like a plain answer to this ques. 
tion, I will wait to give him an apportunity 1 


reply. 

Me. EVANS. I would not. 

Mr. COBB. Then the House may see at once 
with what object the gentleman suggested the 
amendment. His desire is to defeat the bill. | 
hope, then, that the committee will look out, ang 
see the character, the object, and the effect of the 
various amendments which may be offered } 
those who pre only actuated by a desire to destroy 
the bill. Ifthe friends of the measure do not act 
with vigilance, we shall get no bill at all. The 
gentleman from Maryland has not evinced any 
liberality in relation to those soldiers who have 
fought the battles of their country, but he is never 
backward or scrupulous when the Government 
comes here to ask for money. . 

I desire to ask the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Vinton,] who has also expressed his intention to 
vote against this bill, because it will cause finap- 
cial embarrassment, how often he has voted away 
the public lands for internal 4smprovements, rail. 
roads, and domestic institutions? I am satisfied 
that he has frequently given his vote in favor of 
such donations; and the record will show that he 
is willing so to dispose of the public lands. Then 
he runs foul of his own principle, that the state of 
our public finances does not authorize us to give 
away any portion of the public domain. | cannot 
see how the gentleman from Ohio and the gentle. 
man from Maryland can extricate themselves from 
these difficulties into which they have plunged. 

I do not know, sir, that any gentlemen here are 
engaged in speculating in these bounty land war. 
rants. I have not that apprehension of the danger 
which these claimants will run of- being ruined 
by speculators which the gentleman from Ohio 
seems to have. I think, sir, that under the pro- 
visions of this bill, the claimant may get enough 
land to go and settle himself on, without the risk 
of falling into the h&hde of speculators. 1 cannot 
say how many speculators there may be on this 
floor. I hope there are not any; but there may 
be some who hold land warrants now. | cannot 
take it on myself to say how many — there 
may be here who are engaged to put this bi | down. 
But I will not go into this matter. It is not for 
me to impugn the motives of others. 

I had intended, Mr. Chairman, to go over the 
whole argument of the gentleman from Maryland. 
But others have answered him until there is nota 
shadow left to justify me in consuming the time of 
the committee in obliterating. | was amused, sir, 
at the argument of the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Hoxtmes.] I name him, because 
I do not desire to get into another scrape such as 
I have fallen into once. He said this bill wase 
Wilmot proviso; and that the only difference be- 
tween it and the Wilmot proviso was, that the lat- 
ter took from one section of the country and gave 
to another, while this bill took all the lands away 
from the States and scattered them abroad for any 
who might claim them. 1 do not think, sir, that 
the argument was at all calculated to affect the vole 
of a single Wilmot proviso man or a single one 
who is opposed to that proviso. I do not think 
the gentleman was so scrupulous when the bill for 
the improvement of the harbor of Charleston was 
under consideration. The gentleman was in favor 
of that bill; and 1 also voted for it. : 

It would be improper in me, Mr. Chairman, © 
consume any more of the time of the committee. 
This is the first opportunity I have had of occu: 
pying the floor for twenty minutes. | have tried 
to get the floor frequently, but have never bees 
successful. And even now that | have a 
it, I intend to forego the ure I should fe 
in eulogizi services which have been re 
dered by our volunteer soldiers in fighting th 
battles of the country. It would in some respec 
be pleasant to travel over the subject, while © 
would be painful in others. it would be 
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easing to travel over the history of those scenes 
and those exploits which have built up for usa 
glory not surpassed in the history of any country 
or of any age, especially over the services of those 
who are embraced in this bill, I will still forego 
that satisfaction. When I return home, if I can 
tel] those veterans of these old wars who still lin- 
ger in my district, that this bill has passed, that 
the Government has at length evinced a proper 
appreciation of their services, and have given t) em 
a substantial recompense for toils and sufferings 
endured so many years ago, | shall feel suffi- 
cient gratification to repay me for refraining now 
to enlarge on the subject. 1 might expatiate, sir, 
at length on the situation of these-old soldiers, 
fading away under the blight of time, and of the 
duty which has devolved on us to smooth their 
descent to the grave. It would be a pleasant 
theme for me to descant on, and for them and their 
children after them to refer to. But I am not 
going to dwell on these topics, deeply as they in- 
terest me. I trust [ may stand here, not to-day, 
but at some future time, and give a full expression 
to my feelings on this subject; and whenever that 
time shall come about I shall deem suitable for 
such a purpose, I shall be found ready to do my | 
duty. 

Mr. C. having concluded— | 
The committee proceeded to vote. 
The following is the state of the question. The | 
bill of Mr. Coss is as follows: 
| 





Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
each non-commissioned officer, musieian, and private, en- 
listed or regalarly mustered into, and served in, any volun- 
teer company for a period of six months and over, in the 
war with Great Britain of eighteen hundred and twelve, 
thirteen, fourteen, and fifteen; the Indian wars of eighteen 
hundred and eleven; the (Florida) Seminolean war of 
eighteen hundred and thirty-five, thirty-six, &c.; orin the 
war, known as General Wayne’s war, of seventeen hundred 
and ninety-two to seventeen hundred and ninety-five, that 
have not been heretofore provided for by the General Gov- 
ernment with bounty -land, pension, or a bounty of more 
than fifiy dollars, and who have received an honorable dis- 
charge, shall be entitled to receive a certificate or warrant 
from the Department of the Interior, for those who served 
six months or over and Jess than tweive montha, eighty 
acres; and those who served twelve months and over, one 
hundred and sixty acres of land; which may be located by 
the warrantee or his widow at any land office of the United 
States, in tracts of not less than eighty acres each, and in 
conformity with the legal subdivisions thereof, in such dis- 
trict then subject to private entry; and upon the return of 
such land warrant or certificate, with evidence of the loca- 
tion thereof having been legally made to the General Land 
Office, a patent shall issue uherefor; and that, in the event 
of the death of any non-commissioned officer, musician, or 
private, who may Rave received his discharge, «nd before 
the is-ae Of the certificate or warrant, then it shall be issued 
in favor, and innure to the benefit of his widow, if living at 
the time of the passage of this act; and in the event of her 
death before the issue of the certificate or warrant, theh it 
shallgo to his children, if any; and all sales, mortgages, 
powers, or other instruments of writing, going to affect the 
tide or claim to such bounty right, made or executed prior 
to the issue of such warrant or certificate, shall be null and 
void to aljintents and purposes whatsoever; nor shall any 
such claim to bounty right be, in any wise, affected or 
changed by any soldier prior to the issuance of such certifi- 
cate or warrant: Provided, That no land warrant or certifi- 
cate, issued under the provisions of this act, sh«ll be located 
upou any lands of the United States to which there shall be 
4 preémption right, unless by the consent, in writing, of the 
preéinptor, attested by two respectable witnesses, and filed 
in the office where located, ’ 


To this bill several amendments had been offered 
or given notice of; of which the following moved | 
by Mr. McDowaup came first in order: 


Strike out of the fifth line of the bill the words “ for a pe- | 
riod of six months and over.”? 


Mr. KERR, Mr. MATTESON, and Mr. 
MEADE respectively proposed to offer certain 
amendments, which were not received at this time, 
not being in order, 

The question was taken on the amendment of 
~ McDonatp, and the amendment was agreed | 

Mr. MEADE offered the following amendment: 

Strike from the fifth line the word “ volunteer.” 

Mr. MEADE said that the object which he pro- 
poeed to accomplish by striking out the word 
‘volunteers” was, that the bill’ might embrace | 
within its provisions the soldiers who had been | 
drafted into the service during the war with Great 
Britain in 1812. It would be recollected that in 
that war it became necessary’ to draft militia for 
the defence of the sea-ports, and it was well known | 

| 


A 
= 





that during the of that service there 
was more amongst those drafted troops, 


when brought to the sea-coast from the interior, | 
than perhaps wats ever consequent con- 
fict with the enemy. Of his own he could | 
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speak understandingly; for they had militia | their money in those lands at the eales made |py 
drafted for this kind of service, and he could safely || authority of this Government. When we throw 
say that not more than one half, he believed not || eight millions of acres into the market as bounties 
more than one third, of those who were drafted || to soldiers since the year 1791, it will reduce the 
ever returned to their families. There was ex- || price of the lands to the lowest point. Now, 
traordinary mortality among them, the yellow fe- || is it just to injure the fair purchaser, who bid at 
ver and other epidemics prevailed, and those who | the sale upon the faith that the Government would 
finally returned to their homes, returned, ina large || adhere to its system of sales, and-especially when 
number of instances, with broken-down constitu- || the proceeds of the sales had been pledged for the 
tions. || redemption of a debt due ata distant date? Do 

He apprehended, that in makinggrants of the pub- || gent'emen make appeals in behalf of soldiers and 
lic lands, the object ought to be to extend to every || their heirs, in order to inflict a great wrong upon 
part of the United States the benefits intended by || those who have made an honest investment founded 
such grants. Certainly it was not intended by || in confidence of the good faith of the Government? 
the framers of this bill that its benefits should be || Sir, I awn not unfriendly to the claims of the sol- 
confined exclusively to the volunteers who served | dier. But I am not willing to offer him a reward 
in the Indian wars. There were volunteers en- || which breaks the faith of his Government. The 
gaged in service during the war with Great Britain, || gallant soldier, whose very life is honor, would 
from the eastern States; yet it was well known || not, if he understood it, be willing to receive a 
that in most instances those who were calied on || bounty which was to be paid by a breach of faith. 
to defend the country, were called upon sudden || Sir, | intend to test the sincerity of gentlemen. I 
emergencies, when invasion was threatened, when || shall move an amendment which substituies a 
troops were required to be brought into the field || money bounty for lands at a dollar per acre, to be 
before regularly-organized corps could be formed || received in scrip, payable at the pleasure of the 
and brought into service. The governors of the | Government, at an interest of three percent, If gen- 
various States bordering on the Atlantic were re- || tlemen are sincere, they will come up to this meas- 
quired, whenever such emergency arose, immedi- || ure; and it will test their friendship to the old soldier 
ately to embody a force for the purpose of pro- || whose claims have so often been marshalled before 
tecting the sea-port towns; and hence it wes they || the public—whose wounds and scars, whoae pov- 







































were obliged to resort to the more expeditious 
mode of drafting the militia. 

He had already stated to the committee that this 
class of soldiers suffered severely, and probably 
more severely than any other class who served in 
that war, or in any war in which the United States | 
have been engaged since the formation of the 
Government. 
would be adopted, for there were persons in all 
sections of the Union who were interested in it, 
and who would be benefited by its adoption. It 
was the only way in which the sea-board States 
could derive any benefit from this source of public 
revenue. It was the only practical way that could 
be proposed, under our present system, to extend 


sea-board, 
from the pubffe domain. 


amendment with the view of making a speech 
upon it; he had offered it in the hope that it would 


adopted. 
pledging himself to renew it. 


ment in good faith to have a vote upon it. 
however, withdrew it. 


He, 
said: 


the bill. I wish to be understood that | am not 
opposed to extending the bounty of the’ Govern- 


|| erty and neglected merit, have done much more for 


| thepopularity of the orators who have ornamented 


|| at the same time to do justice to others. 
He trusted that the amendment |; public lands are to be given away, give them to 


| 
| 


} 
.to those vast districts of ‘country lying along the || 
articipation in the benefits arising || 
He had not offered the | 


be adopted. He thought that equity and fairness, || 
and equal justice to all, required that it should be | 


Mr. MEADE said, he had offered the amend- | 


their discourses by such contributions to his fame, 
than for the deserving individuals of whom such 
handsome things are spoken. I will go as far as 
the furthest in rewarding him; but I am desirous 


If all the 


any industrious man who will goand settle on 


|| them, and honestly occupy them for the benefit of 


his family. 

The hammer fell. 

Mr. HUBBARD, and others, rose to address 
the committee. 


. Mr. MEADE said, he was willing to withdraw 


| the amendment to any gentleman who wished to 


renew it, and speak to the amendment. 

Mr. HUBBARD inquired if it would not now 
be in order to move a substitute for the whole bill ? 
The CHAIRMAN replied: Not at this time. 

After some conversation, however, several gen- 
tlemen, manifesting a strong desire for the with- 


| drawal! of the amendment, 
Mr. VENABLE appealed to the gentleman to || 
withdraw his amendment, to enable him to speak, | 


Mr. MEADE withdrew it. 

Mr. McLEAN, of Kentucky, renewed the 
amendment. He was in favor of the adoption of 
thisamendment; for he desired that the provisions 


| of the bill should extend to all the soldiers who 


| were engaged in the war of 1812 
Mr. VENABLE renewed the amendment, and || quired amendment, and he hoped it would bs 
Mr. Chairman, I intend to vote for this | 
amendment, although I am obliged in candor to || its passage. 
acknowledge, that | am opposed to the principle of || man from Maryland that members upon that floor 
| supported this measure for Bancombe. 


|| sired to relieve himself from this charge. 


The bill re- 


amended before the taking of the final vote upon 
It had been prejudged by the gentle- 


He de- 
It was 


ment to the soldiers of our several wars, whether || his purpose to represent the will of the people who 


with a savage or a civilized foe, 
think that we can, in good faith, vote away the 


But I do not || sent him here. 


He took it for granted that the 


|| gentleman from Maryland represented his people 


proceeds of the public domain by so large a trans- || truly in the views which he had presented, and he 


fer of the lands themselves. For the thirty-six 


million loan made in the commencement of the | 


Mexican war, we, in the law authorizing that loan, 
offered the public creditor the pledge of the public 
domain and its proceeds for the payment of the 


‘ interest and the redemption of the principal of that || 


debt. Among my constituents, if a man gives a 
mortgage on property for the security of a debt, 
and then runs off that property, or diverts it to 
another debt, he would 
thing very much resembling swindling. | cannot 
conceive of any code of morals which would make 
it right for us to do so as a Government, without 
the consent of the publiccreditor. Gentlemen may 
say, that the loan which has no such pledge as a 
security is of equal credit in the market. That is 
most pre owing to the fact that the first loan, 
being secu 
other resources ag security for the second loan. 
Whatever reason may operate, we have no right 
to withdraw security without the consent of those 
who advanced their money upon the faith of the 
Government. There is another reason why the 
| operation of the bill is unjust and injurious. We 
have placed a minimum price on the public lands; 
vast multitudes of persons have honestly invested 





| certainly thought that honorable gentleman ought 
to be liberal enough to allow others to represent 
| the views of their constituents. 


\| ‘The people of his State were in favor of this 


| 


i} 


| 


| the 
on the public lands, gives all the | their 
| this bill. 
| 


|| supperted the war. 


| bill, the people of his district were in favor of it, 
and it was his duty to vote according to their 
will, whatever that will might be. If that was 
| Buncombe, then he would admit that he wes for 


|| Buncombe; and if the gentleman from Maryland 
said to have done some- | did 


not represent the will of his people, then the 
gentleman, he supposed, must be said to be anti- 
Buncombe. 


|| During the war of 1812, the people of Kentucky 


A distinguished gentleman of 
| that State, now a Senator in the other end of this 
| Capitol, took high ground in its support. And 
people of Kentucky had recently, through 
Legislature, declared themselves in favor of 
There was but one sentiment in that 
State, so far as he knew, in regard to it, and that 
| waa in its favor; the people themselves stood com- 
| mitted to the pentane of the bill, and he would 
| be as justifiable in the eyes of the people whom 
| he represented, bad he opposed the war of 1812, 
| as he would be now if he were to go home and 
tell them that he opposed this bill. 
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There were not a few of the persons who were 
engaged in the war with Mexico, who desired 
merely to go out by way of experiment, or to 
bring upon themselves notoriety; but the whole 
population of the State which he had the honor in 
part to represent, were engaged in the war of 1812. | 
They were called out continually, not to make 
aggressions upon foreign territory, and to secure it 
to the United States, but to defend the very terri- 
tory they were now proposing to devote to the 
use of those brave men who encountered the perils 
and hardships of warfare, in consideration of the | 
services which they rendered to thecountry. They 
were not young men orly who were engaged in 
that warfare against ihe savages, but husbands | 
and fathers left their wives and children, and went 
forth to defend the covatry. 

It wasa duty which they owed to these men, 
now since the soldiers of the Revolution had passed 
away, !o pay some attention to their wants and 
necessities; many of them had never received a 
solitary cent by way of compensation, although 
they underwent the hardest toil, The Govern- | 
ment was at that time destitute of means, and 
these men fought the battles of their country | 
without compensation, sustaining themselves as 
best they might, often without provisions, in a 
starving condition; enduring all the hardships at- 
tendant upon privation, fatigue and the rigors of | 


| the times. 


thinks that the bill ought to be amended in one 
way, and another thinks it ought to be amended 
in another way; one thinks the donations onght 


|| to be made to one class of individuals, and another 


thinks they ought to be made to another class; 
another thinks that all the States in the Union 
ought to be benefited alike. _My constituency are 
as largely interested, perhaps, in this matter, as 
any constituency in the United States; and | might 
myself put forward a claim—having done some 
small service to the State; but a man may render 
service to his country in a variety of ways, with- 
out establishing any foundation, in reason or jus- 
tice. for singling him out to be the recipient of 
special bounty. This is a system which is fast 
gaining ground in this country, and the result to 
| which it inevitably tends, is, that one half of the 
| community shall he taxed for the benefit of the 
other half. I have an amendment to propose, to 


|| give a portion of this public property to ever 


American citizen. If you are going to divide it 
| at all, divide it fairly amongall. The people who 
were engaged in these Indian wars have been ap- 


\| Rlying to Congress for the last twenty-five, thirty, 


| forty, or fifty years for donations, in considera- 


| tion of their services, and those applications have 
|| always been refused. 


But this bill, and the pro- 


| ceedings of to-day, shadow forth the temper of 


It is a mistaken course. You are be- 





climate, And all this without fee or reward. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GIDDINGS renewed the amendment. 
ssid that he did it in good faith. 
ment of his heart responded to the views ex- | 

reesed by the gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. | 

AcLean.] The drafted militia of 1812 were as 
meritorious troops as any in the service of that 
year. 
frontier was indebted for its protection from the 
memorable surrender of General Hull in August, 


He 


Every senti- | 


up to the arrival of the first regular troops in De- | 


cember following. It was on that frontier that the 
of Ohio. 
bore testimony to the gallantry of Kentucky 


and both showed themselves worthy sons of those 
gallant States. 

He thought them as meritorious as eny other | 
troops, They suffered more than any portion of | 
the regular army of that year. 
been in favor ns 
persions, but if there be any duty devolving upon | 
statesmen, it was that of dealing out their boanty 
and their justice with an even hand. Capricious- 


Congress had given bounty lands to all‘who served 
in the Mexican war: and surely those who served 
in ** Wayne’s war’’ and in that of 1812, were as | 
meritorious as those who went to Mexico. He 
would treat them all alike, deal out our bounty to 
ai! of eqnal merit with an equal liberality. 

Mr. G. witherew the amendment. 

Mr. TOOMBS renewed the amendment. 
remarked that he was entirely averse to this lim- | 
itation on the power of debate in reference to a 
subject so important in itself, and which involved 
some of the most serious questions that could be 
brenght before the American people. 

In the first pres had been said by some of | 
the friends of the bill—they were voting away 
fifty millions of dollars worth of the public prop- | 
erty. That was one consideration which was en- 
titled to some attention. In the next place, they 
were giving it away; and this involved the con- 
sideration as to how far they, ae the Representa- 
tives of the people, had the right to give away 
fifty millions of dollars’ worth of the public pfop- 
erty to a particular class of the community. 

And then again, sir, said (Mr. T.,) another con- 
sideration arises, It is charged on this floor, and 
I think rightly, that the public faith is involved; 
that it would be a violation of the public faith to 
make any such application of the public domain 
as is here peapoeed, _ Gentlemen cannot get over 
this phjection by saying that only a part of the do- 
main has bevk aodaed. You must carry out a prin- 
ciple. Suppose you have pledged a part, and that 
you then give away the whole, can you turn 
round to your creditor and say I have not violated 
the pledge, because I did not pledge the whole? 

1 should like to hear these questions debated, 
and unless there be debate, how are we to recon- 
cile the conflicting opinions of gentlemen? Qne 
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It was to that class that the northwestern | 


He had never || 
he system of bounty lands or || 


\| ico, and California. 


| traying the trust that has been coramitted to you, 


|| under the false and absurd idea that you must give 
|| extraordinary rewards to a class of individuals 


because they have fought for the country. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SAVAGE renewed the amendment. He 
| said that he should support the amendment, be- 


| cause it provided for more persons than the original | 


| hill. That he differed with the gentleman from 
| Maryland, [Mr. Evans,} who asked what number 
there were to be provided for, with a view of 
furnishing an argument against the bill. For my- 


win | self, (continued Mr. S.,) the more there are, the 
Kentucky militia fought so galiantly beside those || 
The bloody field of the “ River Raisin”? || 
At || 
Fort Meigs they fought beside the Ohio militia, || hastening through this bill without due considera- 

tion. 


better it suits my policy. 
1, with the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss,] feel deeply the folly of our course, in 


I venture to assert, that it isthe great bill 
| —-the most important of any that has, or will come 


|| before Congress during the present session; and 


| yet we are allowed five minutes to talk about it. 

Many difficulties hang around the subject 
| which ought to be provided against. I fully appre- 
ciate the ingenious effort of the gentleman. from 


|| Ohio, [Mr. Viwron,] to defeat the bill; but 1 


stice 1 || should much rather that he had given us the ben- 
ness of legislation should always be avoided. | 


efit of his long experience in perfecting its details. 
| Why tell us about speculators—why will he not 


|| aid the House in legislating against them? Surely, 


if there is a man in the world able to defeat these 
| speculators, it must be the gentleman himself; and 
| | hope that he will turn his ingenuity into that 


|| channel, without delay. 


He ] 


I am a member of that party which, a few years 
since, was found struggling for the acquisition of 
the vast territories of Texas, Oregon, New Mex- 


| our citizens for more than one hundred years, 
hence, acity of refuge in the West, to which the 
poor man may fly from the frowns of the proud 
| man’s domicil. The population and settlement of 
| these territories is the great question now before 
I differ with the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
| Vinton ] who desires to exchange these lands for 
| the gold of foreigners. I prefer to give them in 


| reward of the blood of our citizens—I desire to 
|| settle upon these lands men bound to the country 





by the recollections of the past—by the blood of 
themselves and their ancestors. 

Mr. VINTON interposed, and (Mr. Savacr 
yiwwins the floor) explained what his position, in 
_ his remarks yesterday, had been. The explana- 

tion was not heard by the reporter, but the ori- 
ginal remarks of Mr. V. will be found in another 
column, 
Mr, SAVAGE said: I did not misunderstand 
the gentleman. I understand his present policy 
to be, to sell these lands to such men as will buy 
them. I understood him to say, that the foreign 
| emigrants would pay money into the Treasury for 
| them. A few years ago, and the gentleman’s pol- 

icy would have taught us to give the money, thus 
raised, to the States by way of distribution; and | 
have no doubt but that the gentleman to-day 











would give it to the States, or anybody else 

than these soldiers. And I oo sa , here 
gard this matter simply as a choice ti Par. 
ties—who shall have the public lands, is the ques. 
tion. In this contest I am. for the soldier, not 
only from feelings which have grown up in m 
bosom at other times, but because | believe i; . 
be the true policy of this country to reward those 
who have periled all in itadefence. This bi}! will 
not give them one twentieth part of the public do. 
main; it is as little as they ought to have. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. GOODENOW renewed the amendment, 
He said that, if the bill is to pass in any shane 
he was most decidedly i.1 favor of the amendment 
offered by the Saran gentleman from Virginia, 
It must not be forgotten, that there was, durins 
the war of 1812, a class of regiments for which 
this bill does not provide, unless amended as pro. 
posed. He alluded to the yearsmen, as they were 
then called. Congress passed an act in January, 
1813, by which the President was authorized io 
raise such number of regiments of infantry, not 
exceeding twenty, as, in his judgment, was neces. 
sary for the public service, to be enlisted to serve 
for one year. Several regiments were organized 
unfler the act ‘to which he had referred, went on 
to our nothern frontier, and then did much eff. 
cient and hard service. Among them were the thir. 
tv-third and thirty-fourth regiments from Maine, 
Now, unless these men, and this class of men, 


| shall be provided for, he could not vote for the 


bill. I} would he gross injustice to exclude them, 
Mr. G. withdrew the amendment. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, renewed the 


_amendment, and said: Mr. Chairman, I renew the 
| amendment, and I do it in good faith, because | 


am honestly and sincerely in favot of the liberal 
and beneficent abject to be accomplished by the 
bill under consideration. It is true, sir, there ere 
provisions in the bill which I do not approve, and 
which I earnestly desire shall be stricken out. [ 
refer ta those provisions which restrict the grants 
of land pronosed to be made, to only a small por- 
tion of the brave and gallant men who have given 
their efforts, and in many cases their blood, to the 
country. I would have this bill comprehensive in 
its terms, and so liberal in its provisions as to em- 


| brace all who have contributed to achieve our con- 
| quests, or defend the country against the inva- 


sions of a foreign foe. , 
I differ from my honorable friend from Georgia, 
{[Mr. Toomss,] in the opinion that this is a mere 
gratuity to the brave defenders of the rights and 
honor of our country. It is no gratuity—no mere 
gift—but the discharge of a high moral debi—a 


| debt of gratitude, of honor, and of patriotism, and 
| which has been too long and unjustly withheld, 


and which we onght.instantly, and without delay, 
to discharge. Sir, | beg the honorable gentleman 
to remember the services of that gallant and patri- 


| otic band of men who, upon the first call of their 
| country, rushed to the point of danger from that 


| gallant and patriotic State which I have the honor 


| in part to represent, old Kentucky! Sir, among 
We did this to extend the || 


| all the brave men who have crimsoned with their 
area of freedom, and we have thus secured to 


| life’s blood the battle-fields of our country, none 


were braver than the troops from Kentucky. The 


mounted men of 1812 from that State, provided 
their own horses, their arms, accoutrements, and 
"provisions for twenty days. They were required 
to rendezvous at Dayton, Ohio, and they did so, 
| sir, with that alacrity so characteristic of Kentucky 


| soldiers. 


| 


After the stock of provisions, which 
had been supplied by themselves, was exhausted, 
they were compelled nearly all the balance of their 
reriod of service, to subsist upon half rations. 
The records of their country speak in terms of 
high commendation of the patience and fortitude 
with which their privations and hardships were 
borne. They were discharged upon the frontier, 
ata distence of hundreds of miles from home, and 
compelled to return at their own expense. Gen- 
eral Harrison’s feports show that Shelby’s men of 
the following year, were subject to the same pr 
vations, and were discharged in the same way a! & 
great distance: from their homes. The mounted 
men of both years, 1812 and, 1813, received mae 
try pay, at the rate of only eight dollars per mon’ > 
They received no pay for clothing, nor any ce i 
the provisions furni , or the use of their horses. 
While the Government paid full compensation '" 
all other cases for the ion of troops 
provisions, and munitions of war, the volunteers 
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cky had not to this day received a cent 
ce eal of their horses or for their own 
services a8 mounted men, beyond the infantry pay 
| have before referred to. Will the honorable gen- 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. ‘Toomss,} pretend that 
the mere pittance which the Kentucky troops 
would receive under Chis bill, is a peer Why, 
sir, in view of the facts to which | refer, the idea 
: preposterous. Sur} the small portion of land 
which each would get, but poorly discharges the 
debt due to them from their country. 

But, it is said by many gentlemen, that the 
amount of land appropriated by this bill is so enor- 
mous that it would absorb nearly all of the public 
domain. Admit this to be true—had we not bet- 
ter dispose of the public lands in this way than 
squander them in the innumerable projects for waste 
aud plunder with which we are presented every 
day? But the most extravagant calculation yet | 
made by any of the opponents of this bill, only | 
makes the namber of acres to be appropriated in 
the shape of bounties to the soldiers, forty millions. 
Well, sir, how much public land have we. Not 
less than ene thousand millions of acres. 1 do not 
belive that fen millions of acres will be needed for 
the purposes of this bill, and that number may 
well be spared from the almost inexhaustible quan- 
tity belonging to the Goverument, in the discharge 
of a debt so binding and obligatory by every prin- 
ciple of honor and justice, us that due to the old 

ers. 

wy bobdrebith friend from North Carolina has 
repeated to-day what was so flippanitly asserted 
yesterday, that the public lands were mortgaged 
or pledged for the loar created to carry on the 
Mexican war. I dislike to differ from that gentle- 
man upon a subject of so much imporiance us the 
one now under consideration; but | am compelled | 
to say, that in my judgment he is mistaken, and | 
there exists no such mortgage or pledge. The 
usual revenues derived from the public lands were 
dedicated by the law authorizing the loan, as a 
fund with which to buy up the bonds of the Gov- | 
ernment at their par vaiue—before they became 
due. ls this a pledge so binding upon the Gov- 
ernment, that it has not the power to grant these 
lands, or any part of them, to the old soldiers, or 
for any other purpose? Certainly not, in my judg- 
ment. The Congress which enacted the law did 
not so consider it, for about two weeks afterwards 
the same Congress set apart and appropriated 
quarter sections of land enough for all the soldiers 
engaged in the Mexican war, amounting to nearly 
one hundred thousand, and requiring sixteen mil- 
lions of acres. Surely this construction of the law, 
made almost cotemporaneous with its enactment, 
clearly excludes ail idea that Congress intended, 
when authorizing the loan, to bypothecate or 
pledge the public domain for its payment. 

Mr. S. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. MeMULLEN renewed the amendment. 
He was in favor, he said, of the adoption of this 
amendment, and intended to vote for it, and he 
must be allowed to say that he was somewhat sur- 
prised at the course of is honorable friend from Al- 
abana, [Mr.Copp.] ‘That gendeman had clearly 
demonstrated that he had forgotten the very meri- 
torious class of our ciuzens which this amendment 
proposed to provide for. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I have not forgotten 
them, lean assure the gentlewan, but I believe 
they are provided for. : 

Mr. McMULLEN (resuming) said, he had been 
not a little surprised, toa, at the arguments which 
had been presented to this committee by the legal 
gentlemen from North Carolina and from Georgia. 
Those gentlemen were of the opinion that the faith 
of this Government had been pledged by the act 
authorizing the negotiation of a loan, that these 
lands should not be disposed of jn any other way 
than by public sale, bringing the proceeds into 
the United States Treasury, until the payment of 
the moriey borrowed. He denied the right of this 
Government to tie up the public domain in this 
manner; besides, where was the evidence of any 
Such mortgage upon the puljlic lands? 

But, he would ask, was there any justice or pro- 
priety in voting, as gentlemen on the other side, 
and particularly the genueman from Ohio, avowed 
themselves in favor of doing, to give away the 


public land to incorporated cconipanies, for the con- 
steuction of ra and other works of internal 
impro , and refuse to accede to 80 reagona- 


ble, 20 just proposition asthis? There had been 
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d the last ten years various propositions be- 
fore for d ng of, and sometimes for 
giving away, the public lands, which propositions 
were tavoraviy entertained by the gendemen over | 
the way; but now, when the case of these d-serv- | 
ing men, the soldiers who had fought in deicuce of | 
the country—many of whom were now paupers | 
and subsisuog upon the charity of their neihvors 
—Wwas presenied, this small boon, which would | 
enable them to have for the remnant of their days 
a small and humble home, must be refused. 
He must be permitted also to express his sur- | 

| 

| 





prise, that those who advocate the doctrine of a 

protective taritf should oppose a measure of this 

kind, and that those who were willing to give 

away the lands to the States, those who were in | 
favor of the distribution policy, as well as those in | 
favor of the free-trade policy, should oppose it. | 

He withdrew the amendment. 

* Mr. MARSHALL rose (tie said) to offer an | 
amendment. ‘hose who kuow my opinions (he | 
continued) need no additional assurance that the 
extension of bounties to the brave men who have | 
served the country in the wars to which we have | 
been exposed, will meet my cordial and hearty | 
approbauon. 
grateful appreciation of the services of those who 


honor. [tis too late @alk on the general policy 
of granting these bounties. ‘The public mind has 
seitied that point. ‘he popular heart throbs with 
the emotions of a gratitude which will not brook 


ure which shall secure the land to the soldi.rs; 





most liberal and enlarged basis of reward. Mr. 


and he desired it might be read to the commitiee 
by the Clerk. it was read, as follows: 





| line, tothe word “1? io the sixth tie, aud insert © wie 
| Culisted, and was mustered tuto ihe regular service of tine 
army of the United States, or who Was mustered into sad 
serVice a3 & Member Of AMY Company, Corp-, oF detachment 
of vulunuteers, militia Or taigers, and Who served tor a 
period of nineygdays or longer, or who engaged to serve for 


Ural length of » Urough iu tact BovHeEr discharged by pub- 


lic @uthusity.?? 





this purpose would no longer detain the commut- 
lee. 

Mr. M., however, on a promise by Mr. Kear 
to renew the amendment, withdrew ut for the mo- 
ment. 

Ms. KERR moved the following amendment to 
the amendment of Mr. MansHauu: 


sert— 


“ Together with all such persons as were actually ina 
battle or sKitmish, of Who may have served on buard any 
fioulia.”” 


Mr. K. said, in taking the floor he would re- 
new the amendment of the gentieman from MKen- 
tucky, (Mr. Maks#aLL,] and he did 80 in the hope 
of his accepung, by way of modificauon, we 
words which he had some time ago sent up to the 
Cierk’s desk. He would thus test how far the 
friends of the bill were willing to go, in rendering 
rather tardy justice to a higaly mieruorious class 
of men, not meluded by the gentleman from Ke.- 
tucky in the amendment deemed by him so com- 
prehensive—sufficiently 80 to reach all who were 
enutied to the gratitude of the matuon. Mr. K. 
thouglit that it mught and should go turther, avd 
he proposed, a8 the Commitee Must see, Lo mete 
out the true measurein so general a distribution. 
He asked if the commitiee would be inseusivle to 
the claims of those who, in tie terms of his pro- 
posed amendment, had been ** actually fh a batte 
or skirmish, or had served on board any flouila?’’ 
Would his iriend from Kentucky accejit the modi- 
fication ? 

Mr. MARSHALL desired to have no amphib- 
ious Class in his amendinent. 

Mr. KERR. Then, as the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia [Mr. Meape) has withdrawn his 
amendmeéat, anu the proposiuon of the gentleman 


at the hands of a 
persons who are 





us thrust aside. 


| 


The people desire to mark their | 


ocurred hardship, underwent fatigue, and encoun- | 
tered peril in the ddsjence of the public liberties and | 


a check. For one, i am ready to adopt any meas- | 
and that measure suits me best which adupts the | 


M. said he had prepared an amendmert which || 
would méet the views of all the friends of the bill, 


| Strike out all from the word “ private,’ in the second | 


Mr. M. said he desired that a vote should be | 
taken on the proposiuon he now ollered, aud for | 


in the filth line atver the word ** company,”’ in- || 


from Kentucky ia the substantive one vefore the 
committee, he would now offer this amendment to 
the genleman’s; and he was sure of veing able te 
show, that none named in the bill deserved more 
teful country, than the very 
Who were 
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| they, he asked *—the minute-men of the war of 
1812! The gentleman from Virg*nia had well ob- 

served, that our maritime sections were necessarily 
exposed, and suffered harassing incursions. An 


| amount of courage and enterprise was thus called 


forth in these times of public danger, at sudden 
emergencies, that defied the slow process of regu- 
lar eufistments and formal enrolimenis on calls trom 
the General or State Governments, under techni- 
caliies known to military sciences. The amend- 
ment he offered, recognized the demands of those 
who were emphatically minute-men—suaumoned 
_ ai the most trying periods, and never refusing io 
answer the summons. Such technical terms as 
** volunteer,”” might be so construed as to exclude 
them; and if parucipanis in any bauie or skirva- 
ish—it mattered not in what special character—t!ye 
Saw no justice in throwing them out. of the pale 
of a bill comprehensive enough for services from 
General Wayne’s time down to the present day. 
Amphibious, indeed! Where, he would ask the 
gentleman from Kentucky, were these half-so!- 


|, diers, half-sailors, when the war-llast was heard 


| about the Capitol? With their faces to the enemy, 
around their gallant old commander, who feli cov- 
ered with wounds, while a few only of the regu- 
larly-mustered and enrolled men remained to share 
the honors of a defeat in te face of overpowering 
numbers. Well, they might have been amphib- 
ious; but these barge-men and flutilla-boys deserved 
| some nook and corner in the bill. He would ask 
|| that they should not be overlooked in the balance- 
|| sheet, for faithful services to their country. He 
|| well knew with what a jealous eye the trust-fund 
|| of the public lands had Veen regarded in the Stace 
|| which he had the honor in part to represent; aad 
|| he feared that there were strong indications of a 


| disposition to sbandon all hope of any equitable 
|| distribution, The proposition had been thrown 
out, that every man in the country wae to Lecome 
the recipient of a bounty sysiem. If they were 
to be squandered in forteiture of a solemn trust, 
far better that they should thus become testimonial 
of a nation’s grattude. ‘This bil! seeks to absolve 
the Republic from the cliarge of ingratitude, and 
|| let its provisions embrace ail who have claims. 
| 

} 


| No existing law favors those who sérved tn the 
barges during the war of 1812; and it is downright 
injustice to forget them ip a@ bill bke the present. 
Again: One word i regard to thai part of the 
amendment which refers to those who were uciu- 
|, ally ina battle. He would call the attentivn of 
|| the committee to a very gallant action in the dia- 
i trict now so ably represented by his colleague on 
| this floor, [Mr. Evans.) In what form or fashion 
|| the militia was marshaied, he could not exacily 
say; but there was a sudden incursion of the ene- 
my, known to have been led by one of the acaum- 
| plished young officers of the British a: my—the 
| early comrade and friend of the poet Byron, whese 
| strains, by way of monody over his early death 
| will never be forgotten—a chosen band, thus 
headed, was met and repulsed by those whom ihia 
| bill would reward with no notice whatever. Other 
| actions, not quite so familiar 10 members ov this 
| luor—fought with bravery, however, worthy of 
|| commendation—have entitied those who took part 
in them to some share of atiention 
| [The hammer fell.| 
| He withdrew the amendment at the request of 
|| Mr. FEATHERSTON, who renewea it, and 
| said, he regretted the course pursued by the 
House in closing the debate on this question. 
A bill of so much importance, involving great 
principles, appropriating millions of acres of ithe 
public lands, ia to be forced through the House 
| without debate, save such as may take place 
| under the five minutes rule. The policy of tis 
| House seems to be, to cut off debate aud force 
| all measures through under the operation of the 
previous question. I am, sir, in favor of the 
principles of this bill—for giving bounty lands 
| to the soldiers who served in the war of 1912, 
as well as the Indian wars mentioned in the bili, 
But | regard botn the bill and the substiiue 
as defective, and neither will meet the appro- 
bation of the friends of the measure without 
amendment. I hope, therefore, such amendments 
will be made as may be necessary to accomplish 
| the object designed, and command the support of 
| the real friends of the measure. I cannot appre- 
ciate the patriotism or wisdom of gentlemen who 
seek to defeat the bill by objectionablé amend- 
ments, offered for the purpose of doing indirectly 
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that which they cannot do directly. Sir, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland pro to amend this 
bill by aclause giving to actual settlers one hun- | 
dred and sixty acres of the public land, and this | 
amendment seems to be supported by many mem- | 
bers. Its effect (if not its object) wiil be to defeat 
the bill. Whether lands should be granted by the 
General Government to actual settlers or not, isa 
question that I shall not now discuss. But, in| 
any event, it should not be coupled or connected | 
with this bill, I am for the soldiers first—the 
gallant men who have responded to theircountry’s 
call whenever their services were needed, who 
have periled their lives, and undergone all the | 
privations and hardships of the tented field in de- | 
fence of the rights and honor of their common | 
country, This is the class to whom we should 
fitst give land, for whom we should first provide, 
and upon whom the bounty of the Government | 
should be first bestowed. I know of no class that 
has stronger claims upon the liberality of the Gov- 
ernment. Many of them hgve died, leaving fam- | 
ilies in poverty; others have grown old, and are | 
in indigent circumstances, ‘They have been too 
long neglected by Congress, and such a law should 
have been passed long since. I trast, therefore, 
that no further efforts will be made to defeat the 
bill; that yoa will grant the land to the old soldier 
first, and then consider the case of the pioneer set- 
tier. But it is insisted thatall the public lands are 


mortgaged for the payment of the public debt, and || 


Congress cannot grant them to soldiers or any | 
one without a violation of good faith. I appre- 


The control and disposa! of the lands is left with 
Congress. Congress can dispose of them as it | 
think best, in accordance with the provisions 
of the Constitution. And 1 hold that if the 
creditors of the Government were compelled to 
rely upon this fund alone for the payment of 
their debts, Congress would not act in bad faith 
to pass this bill, and the rights of the creditors 
would not be prejudiced thereby. The policy 
of Congress should be to bring the public lands 


into market, and have them settled and reduced || 
to cultivation. This bill will lead to such a re- | 
|| storms of heaven, he holds not at the will of some 


sult. Although the grants under the bill will 
be lost to the Government, they will carry the 


hardy pioneer into the wilderness, cause settle- || 


menis to be made in the midst of the public | 


lands ansold and undisposed of, and thereby draw || 
|| the wealth, and, whatis of much more imporiance, 
|| the happiness of the country. You would greatly 


public attention to them, bring them into market, 
enhance their value, and enable the Government 
to sell them—something that it cannot now do, | 
These grants of small quantities of land to the 
soldiers will neither injure the Government nor 
the creditors of the Government. If the proposi- 
tion under consideration was to grant public lands 
to a State or soulless incorporation, f doubt very 
much whether we should hear so much said about 
mortgages and bad faith. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM renewed the amendment, and 
said : Mr. Chairman, | am im favor of this amend- 
ment. I can see no reason for making a distinc- 
tion between those soldiers who served as drafied 
men and those who served as volunteers, in the 
liberality of the Government. What matiers it 
how they came into the service of the country, so 
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|| pose this be true: 
hend, Mr. Chairman, that this is a mistake—that || 
it is the proceeds derived from the sale of the pub- || 
lic lands that are pledged, and not the lands. || 
|, Government, in hording- up these wild lands like 
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the Mexican war, to whom we gave lands, no 
more, nay, notas much, as they deserved, no more 
than | would cheerfully have voted for had I then 
| been here. Did they, brave though they were, 
though they endured much—did tney show any 
, more bravery, did they endure-more perils and 
sufferings and deprivations, than did those men 
who fought on your northern and western fron- 
tiers, at New Orleans, and who defended your 
eastern coast? No, sir; and in one respect not as 
much, for they felt no anxiety for those they leit 
| behind them. When they bid farewell to their 


"homes and families, they did so with the pleasing 


reflection that they left them under the sheltering 
arm of a Government able and willing to protect 
| them—surrounded by friends who would provide 
fur their wants and suceor them in disivess. But 
| how was it with thoge who served in those bor- 
der wars? They parte. from those they loved 


|| with aching hearts, with the melancholy foreboding 
|| that it was a last farewell; that when they returned 


they should find their humble cabins heaps of 

smouldering ruins, theic wives and little ones 
| scalped and tomahawked by the blood-thirsty ma- 
| rduding savage: and too often did their forevodings 
| prove realiues. Then why withhold this pittance 

trom these brave men? Why make a distinctivn be- 
_ tween those who have served their country with 
| equal fidelity and patriotism? Why, we are told, 
thatif we thus give away thgge lands we shall dimin- 
ish our revenues; that we"SMall be driven to direct 
taxation, to keep the Governmentin mouon. Sup 


should not do justice to the men who defended our 
cradles? But, sir, it will not. It will increase the 
revenues. Ido not believe in this policy of our 


some heartless speculaior, whilst thousands of our 
ciuzens are without homesieads. | would give a 
quarter secuion of them lo every citizen who has 
no farm of his own, who would go upon it and 
culuvate it, and make a home for himself and 
family. Sir, thisis the way to make true, inde- 
| pendent republicans. A man feels more like a 
| man, more like afreeman, when he knows that 
| the litthe spot of earth from which he draws his 
sustenance; that the roof, humble though it be, 
which shelters himself and his ule#@hes trom the 


| petty landlord. Instead of dimimishing the reve- 
nues, this would increase them. You would change 
those vast, unproductive prairies and forests mito 
fruitful fields. You would immensely increase 


increase the ability to purchase and enjuy the 


| comforts and luxuries of life, and hence, aso in- 


crease the demand for them. This would increase 
| the commerce, and, consequently, the revenues of 
| the country. ‘This increase would soon far over- 
| balance the diminution of the proceeds of the sales 
| of these lands. ‘Trhis bill, so far as it goes, will 
| produce the same effect. And who are these gen- 
| tlemen who are so alraid of beggaring the ‘l'reasury 
by this grant of land to the men who, when we 

were children, defended them with their valor? 

Some of them are men who, but a few years ago, 
| voted to distribute all these ineds among the 


|| States—who, this session, have voted for every 
|| @Xtravagant measure that has been before this 
|| House—who, but a few days since, voted five 
they got into it and did thew duty faithfully ? Vol- || 
unteers and militia stood side by side upon the || 


thousand dollars to build a public green-house— 
thousands of dollars to be wasted in ornamenting 


battle-field; together mingled their blood, and now, || these public grounds—ihousands of dollars to 


side by side, their bodies lie smouldering where | 


they sogether fell in defence of their country. 


survive, and with the posterity of those who per- 
ished. Sir, Lam in favor of the passage of this | 
bill ; first, because the people, to whom these lands | 
Lelong, desire this disposition to be made of them. 
They teel grateful to these venerable men, and de- 
sire to pay to them this slight tribute of their 
gratitude and respect. 1 do not feel disposed to 
thwart theit wishes. 1, their servant, will not by | 
any action of mine indicate that I do not believe 

they know how to dispose of their own, If they | 
never show less wisdom and goodness than by this | 
wish of theirs, we need not fear for the harmony 

and prosperity of the country. Iam for this bil | 
because | beheve that justice requires ils passage. — 
The bounties of the Government have been ve- | 
siowed with a liberal hand upon others who were 

no more deserving than they. To the soldiers of 


make improvements for this city, the very kind of 


|, improvements which the cities and towns of their 
Then let us deal equally with those of them who || 
|| whé have heretofore voted hundreds of thousands 


own districts make by taxing their own ciuzens— 


| to carry On immense systems of uternal improve- 
ments, All these things they have guiped down 


|| without an effort; but now, when it is proposed to 


granta few thousands acres of wild land to the 
old soldiers who succored their country in the 
dark hours of her adversity, they are at once seized 
with a perfect mania of economy. They aré hor- 
ror-strickea at such reckless extravagance. | hope 
this disposition to economize is real. hope it 
will continue, for it will save much to the Treasury; 
but | think its display might have commenced upon 
some more appropriate ovject. 
| But, sir, we are told that much of this land will 
find 18 way into the hands of speculators. No 
doubt of it, sir; Lut what of that? Is this any rea- 
son why we shall not do justice to a meritorious 


is that any reason why we) 
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class of our citizens? | apprehend that specula 
cannot get them without paying something to ihe 
immediate recipients of this bounty. These men 
many of them, are still living. They are scattered 
all over this country, from one side of it to the 
other. They are trembling upon the very verge 
of the grave. Many of them are in poverty, with 
constitutions shattered, broken perhaps in this 
very service of their country; they need this pro- 
vision to support them in their declining years 
And shall we be told they must not have it for 
fear, in doing justice to them, speculators ma 
possibly also be benefited ? That, thove a 
would receive and appropriate these lands to the 
support and conifort of their old age, shall noe 
have them for fear that others may be less pry. 
dent, and may, by their own acts, thwart our ef. 
forts to do them wae Sir, this is a sort of reg. 
soning, a kind of moral ethics, I do not under. 
stand; nor do I desire to. We are told they rep. 
dered their services under a contract, and that the 
have been fully paid according to that contrac:: 
that the purchase money of their blood has been 
fully paid, and that they ought not to ask, ought 
not to receive any more; that six or seven dol. 
lars a month is a sufficient compensation for ali 
their valor, for all their hardship, for the lives 
of those who left their bones to bleach upon the 
fields they won. Shame upon such an argument 
as this. [t is unworthy @ great and generous 
people, and will, | assure gentlemen, find no re. 
sponse in their bosom, unless it be that of their 
indignation for those who urge it. Sir, there is 
not a gentleman upon this floor who dare stand 
up and directly avow that they have ever been 
paid the value of their services; there is not a citi- 
zen in the country who will do it, who thinks it, 
Then the question recurs, did the Government 
comply with its part of the contract under which 
these services were performed, so that these 
men are estopped from recurring to their value? 
Did it pay, clothe, and support them as it 
was bound to? The history of the country 
proves the contrary. The files of this House, 
where there are yet claims of thousands of dollars 
for their clothing and provisions furnished by in- 
dividuals to keep our a:mies from disbanding, 
also show the contrary. Go and examine the 
files of the Committee on Claims, of which I have 
the honor to be a member, and you will there find 
a large claim, yet unpaid, of merchants who ad- 
vanced these things to the soldiers at Plattsburg, 
to keep them from being driven by necessity to 
leave the service when the Government could 
neither pay nor clothe them. Then talk not to me 
or to them about a contract, when the Govern- 
ment utterly failed to comply with its part of it. 

1 repeat, sir, this bill ought to pass. This 
tribute, I care not whether of our justice or our 
gratitude to these care-worn and laurel-crowned 
soldiers, should at once be bestowed. The lapse 
of time which we have delayed it, is our reproach, 
and not an excuse for now withholding it. We 
have no time to delay. Whilst we yet deliberate 
they are passing away. Let them not go down 
to their graves with their hearts wrung with our 
ingratitude, but let their last days be cheered with 
this evidence, that their valor and patriotism is 
properly appreciated by their grateful country- 
men. 

He withdrew the amendment, 

Mr. TAYLOR renewed the amendment. He 
said he hoped the bill would be so amended, that 
he should be able to vote for it when it came up 
for final action. And he was sorry to see gentle 
men, with professions of patriotism on their lips, 
endeavoring, by indirect means, to defeat the bill, 
or to render it so objectionable that it could not 
pass. He had wimessed, during the short session 
of Congress, many similar efforts to get rid of 
measures, made by gentlemen who were all the 
while professing to be in favor of their adoption. 
The method most commonly ado was, to over- 
load the bill with amendments, intended to break 
it down, hypocritically professing, all the while, 
to be endeavoring to perfect it, "te was not pre- 
pared to say that thi bill, in the shape in which 
itcame to them from the Committee on Public 
Lands, was the best that could be presented. He 
was rather inclined to favor the measure propose 
by the gentlenan from lilinois. That g:ntieman § 
amendment seemed to come nearer to what he 
thought he could vote for with progristy, than 
any other that had been submitted. must 
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ited to say, that he thought this Govern- | 
= al cal Shon to render justice, to meet | 
out the same measure of justice to those who 
served in the war of 1812 and 1815, and during 
the Indian wars and those under General Wayne, 
as to others. They could not blind their eyes so || 
much as not to see the propriety of rendering jus- _ 
tice to those soldiers, &8 well as Lo those who fought |, 
the battles of the country in Mexico. Would | 





gentlemen tell him that the small quantity of pub- || 


lic land that was proposdd to be bestowed upon 
those people, was of so much consequence to this | 
nation, that it ought™not to be given? A gentle- | 
man neat him had taken the pains to procure from | 
the Adjutant General’s office a statement showing | 
the number of troops that had been employed in | 
the war against Mexico, showing how many were | 
employed in the war of 1812, and how many in | 
Florida and the other Indian wars, From the | 
estimate of the gentleman, it appeared that if boun- | 
ties were given to the whole of these men, the | 
amount would not exceed twenty-two millions of | 
acres. This was no such mighty quantity, that | 
it would impoverish this Government; but it would | 
be remembered, that half of these mien at least, | 
were no longer living, and a simple act of justice, | 
such as had been rendered to those who served in | 
Mexico, should no longer be refused by this Gov- 


ernment to those who were yet lingering about || 


the Halls of Congress, and appealing ‘to the na. | 
tion’s gratitude. He was proud to have an oppor- 


those gallant men, than whom braver or more 
patriotic never trod a battle-field, or walked upon 
the face of the earth. 

He withdrew the amendment to the amend-' 
ment. | 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. MarsHalLt, * 

Mr. HUBBARD begged leave to say to those | 
who were friendly to the bill, that he had prepared | 
an amendment, which had been accepted by the 
gentieman from Virginia, (Mr. Meape,) in lieu of 
his amendment, and by the gentleman trom Ken- 
tucky, [Mr. MarsHat,] who had also looked at 
it,and preferred it to his own. It embraced the 
amendment which the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. MeCiernanp] hail introduced, and with the | 
consent of the gentleman from Keatucky, he 
would offer it. 


Mr. KERR inquired if the amendment of the || 
gentleman from Alabama embraced the proposi- | 


tion which he (Mr. K.) had made? 
Hr. HUBBARD (apparently not understanding 


the precise tenor of the inquiry) replied, that 1 || 
was a substitute which the gentlemen to whom he |! 
had referred had accepted in lieu of their own || 





amendments. He would explain its provisions, | 
if they could have a little order. 

The CHAIRMAN called the committee to | 
order. 
Mr. HUBBARD said, he would state, for the | 
information of those who desired the passage of | 
some bill of this sort, that the amendment he | 
proposed provided for all classes of service of | 
sixty days and over; it gave forty acres of land | 
to whose who had served sixty days or over, and 
not exceeding six months; to those who had served 
for any period between six and twelve months, || 
eighty acres; and for services exceeding twelve || 
months, one hundred and sixty acres. That was i} 
the proposition; it could readily be understood by || 
all, It included militia services, and services in |! 
the Indian wars, as well as services in the regular 
army; itexcluded all those who had heretofore | 
received bounties for their services; and it left the | 
execution of the law as provided in the Mexican || 
bounty land law. These were simpiy the propo- 
sitions of his substitute. He hoped the friends of || 
the bill would unite upon it. It’ embraced all i| 
those cases, or nearly all those, which had been || 
proposed to he provided for by any proposition | 
offered, and he thought would unite more strength 
in its favor than any other measure which had | 
been brought forward. If it were defective, it | 


could be amended after it was received. | 


|| theretore, 


Mr. H.'s ition was read, as follows: 

Amend, by inserting after the word * that” in 
the third line, the following: 

“The benefits and rights conferred by the ninth section 
of the act entitled © An aet to. raise, for a limited time, an 
Praitioaal military foree, and for other purposes,’ approved 

ll, 1847, shall be and the same are hereby ex- 
tended, manner as follows; that is” 

Amend by out all after the word “ pri-, 
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vate,” in the fourth line, and inserting the follow- || 


ing: 

« Who served in the regular army, or in any company or 
command of volunteers, rangers, or militia in the Indian 
Wear, in the northwest, prior to the treaty of Greenville, in 


| 1794, of in the Inte war with Great Briain, or in any Ladian || 


war between the years 1811 and 1842, twelve months ox 
more, shall be entitied to a bounty of 160 ueres of land, or 
who served six months or more 80 acres, of Who served sixty 
days or more 40 acres; Provided, alwuys, That said nou- 
| Commissioned viticer, musician, or privaw’, has not recenved 
| a bounty Of land beretotore, aud is Hol shuwn to have been 
| dishouOrably de@charged by the rolls: Provided, also, ‘ut 
the bounties berem granted shah be sulject to the same 
rules of descent prescribed by the aforesaid act, and the act 
Or acts amendatory of the same: Provided, furtder, ‘i hat no 
j 
} 


‘treasury scrip,’ as authorized by suid act vt kebruary Li, | 


1847, shall be authorized or issued under this act.” 


Mr. HOWE addressed the Chair, and was rec- 

| ognized, 

Mr. KERR made the point of order, that the 
question was first on his amendment, it having 
been moved as an amendment to the amendment 

| of Mr. Marsuatt. 


Mr. HOWE claimed the floor, and appealed to 


| Mr. Hupparp to withdraw his amendment, to | 


| give him an opportunity (by renewing it) to ad- 
| dress the committee. 

Some conversation followed on a point of order 
| —the result of which was, that 

Mr. MARSHALL withdrew his amendment: 
Thus, by the decision of the Chair, leaving the 
| question on the amendment offered by Mr. Hus- 


j 
| 


|| BARD to the original bill? 
tunity to stand here the advocate of the rights of | 7 . 


Mr. KERR proposed to move his proposition 
| as an amendment to the amendment of Mr. Hus- 
| BARD. 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the gentleman 
| had not the floor for, the purpose—the right to it 
| being in the gentleman from Pennsylvania, Mr. 


|| Hows. 


Some further conversation followed between 
| Messrs. Preston Kine, Jones, McCieananp, 
and the Chairman. 


Mr. JONES made thé point of order on the || 


| amendment of Mr. Hupparp. 
The CHAIRMAN ruled the amendment to be 
| in order. ; 
| Mr. JONES appealed from the decision. 
| Mr. SACKEIT asked that the amendment 
| might be read 
| 
} 


Mr. McCLERNAND called for tellers on the | 


| appeal. 
he amendment of Mr Hussarp was read. 
+ And, pending the question on the appeal, the 
committee rose and reported. 
And the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspar, June 20, 1850. 
| Mr. CLAY. 


say, to a number of Senators, that last fall we had 
a Convention in the State of Kentucky. It was 





| composed of one hundred delegates, representing 


all parts of the State. ‘They formed a constitution, 

which was submitted to the popular voice, and the 
| convention adjourned to meet again during this 
present month, after the people should have passed 
upon the new constitution. They accordingly met 
again, coming from every county in the Common- 
wealth. 


and just at the moment of their adjournment, after 
giving the finishing hand to the constitution, they 
adopted these resolutions: 

“Ata meeting composed of the delegates to the constitu- 
tional convention of Kentucky, the 10th day of June, 1850, for 
the purpose of taking into consideration the compromise sub- 
mitted by the Committee of Thirteen, and now pending before 
Congress, R. Apperson, of Montgomery, was called to the 
chair, and James H. Garrard, of Clay county, » as appointed 
secretary. Colonel ‘Tt’. P. Moore, of Mercer, then offered the 
following preamble avd resolutions. The thied resolution 
was amended, andthe whole was then unanimously adupted : 


« Whereas it was the declaration of the wise and patri- | 
otic men who framed the Federal Constitution that the object | 


and intent o€ thatinstrument Was to secure the people of the 


United States thatliberty which the Revolution had achieved: | 


and whereas the su sequent experience has demonstrated 
the wise and wonderful adaption of that means to this end: 


“Resolved, That we, the delegates to the constitutional 
convention of the State of Keniweky, representing every 


| 
| eounty in the Commonwealth, and nearly equally by the 
| two great parties of the State, most earnestly de precate what- 
| 


ever threatens the integrity of that venerated charter of our 
liberties. 
* Resolved, That it isthe highest effort of patriotism to en- 


deavor to allay the spiritof discord engendered by geographi- 


cal divisions, rather than by conflicting interests, which, at 
this juncture, apcuantieoiiees gunna eee 


Itis known, Mr. President, I dare | 


They were composed of rather a large | 
| portion of Democrats, and the residue Whigs, 
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“Resolved, That we cordially approve the patriotic endeavor 
of the Committee of Thirteen to reconcile the exivting difer- 
| ences between the nortivern and southern sections of onr 

| Confederacy, and that Kentucky w.tl give her undivided 
| Support in the attainment of aa object so necesaary for the 

weltare of our common country. 

“Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble ond 
resolutions be transmitted | y the secretary to each of the 
Senators and Representatives in Congress trom Kentucky. 

“R. APPERSON, Chairman, 

«J. H. Ganranp, Secretary.” 
| Iwill only add that it gives me great pleasure to 

say that, during a life which is not very short, I 

have never known the-people of Kentucky so 
| united, toa degree almost amounting to unanimity, 
|| a they are in favor of the report of the Committee 
of Thirteen of this body. | will simply presence 
|| these resolutions, and ask that they be laid upon 
|| the table. 

The resolutions were received and laid upon the 
table. 


DEBATES IN THE CALIFORNIA CONVENTION. 
Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the 


Contingent Expenses of the Senate, to which was 
|| referred a resolution submitted by Mr. Wanker 
| on the 5h instant, to rescind a resolution for the 
|| purchase of the debates of the California Conven- 
|, tion, réported the same with an amendment direct- 
|| ing the Secretary to purchase two thousand copies 
| of said debates, at a price not exceeding $1 50 per 
|| volume. 

Mr, RUSK. Is this an arrangement with the 

owner of the book ? 

Mr. WALKER. It is not. The resolution 
| which it is proposed to rescind was adopted in 

April, before the book was published, and Mr. 

Brown, the publisher, then incurred some expense 
| in preparing to deliver the work which the Senate 
| by that resolution directed its Secretary to pur- 
chase, which he would not otherwise have incurred. 
_ To rescind the resolution which has been adopted 
| would cause some embarrassment to Mr. Brown, 
and perhaps he would have some cause of com- 
plaint against the Senate. But if the Senate should 
| adopt the resolution now reported, | believe Mr. 
Brown would accede to it. If this were an origi- 
nal resolution, even at $1 50 per volume, | should 
| have been opposed to it; but under all the circum- 
stances of the case, | shall give it my support. 

Mr. RUSK. This is nota book which belongs 

to the Senater- Thia gentleman, at his own cost, 

| reported the debates and proceedings in the Cali- 

|| fornia Convention, and has published them in a 

|; volume, the expense of which must have been 

|| considerable; and it seems to me that to insiat upon 

| a reduction of the price to $1 50 is to deal hardly 

with him. ‘The debates in other conventions are, 

| L believe, much higher. Those of the Kentucky 
Convention are published at $5 per volume. 

Mr. WALKER. I concede that there is much 
|| force in what the Senator from Texas has said; 
'and gentlemen can accomplish the object which 
|| some around me have, by laying the resolution 

on the table. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 
|| upon the table. 
| The motion was not agreed to. 
|| Mr. KING. I do not profess to know much 
| about this matter, but the price seems to me to be 
endrmously high. | suggest whether it would 
not be better to ascertain what would be a fuir 
'| price, yea, a liberal price, and then make this man 
such a compensation for his book as may be deemed 
|| fairand liberal. {f we cannot get the book at a fair 
|| price, the question will present itself whether we 
|| should take it all. For myself, one espy will be 
| amply sufficient; and [ cannot consent to vote for 
|| the printing of any such book for general circula- 
|| tion, However, as it is represented that thia in- 
|| dividual has been induced to incur some expense 
in the preparation of these books, I am content yo 
give hima fair price for them, though | think that 
is extravagantly high, 
‘| Mr. WALKER. The resolution now reported 
| reduces the price to $1 50. 
|| Mr. KING. Weil, | will leave it to others who 
}| are better acquainted with the maiter than | am to 
_ say whether $1 50 is too high. 
| Mr. WALKER. Under ordinary circumetan- 
| ces I shonid be opposed to it, too. I have received 
‘| @ letter from the publisher, which | request the 
| Secretary to read. 
eiary accordingly read a letter from 





I move to lay the resolution 


The 
} Mr. Brown, containing a general s\atement of ex- 
\| penses incurred in the preparation of the matter 
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for this work, and comparing the proposed price 
with the price of the debates of other conventions. 
He had received $10,000 from the California Con- 
vention for reporung and publishing tileir debates 
and proceedings and furnishing them with a fixed 
number of copies in English, a smaller edition in 
Spanish, and for the copies that he might sell he 
charged $2. The debates and proceedings of the 
Kentucky Convention were soid at $5 a volume, 
although the State paid the reporter, and also the 
printer for the original publication. 

Mr. DOWNS. I hope the resolution reported 
by the committee will pass. 1 believe in that re- 
solution the pubsisher will acquiesce. It certainly 
appears to me that there has been somethuig ap- 
proaching to a contract with this gentleman, under 
the first resolution. I understand that after the 
adoption of that resolution, he made arrangements 
to publish his work at a greater expense than he 
would otherwise have incurred, and hence, if we 
do not pay the $2, we should at Jeast take the work 


at the reduced price of $1 SU. We are very fre- || _ 
| tive side. 


quently publishing less valuable and less useful 
docaments at a much greater price. 
in the California Convention every “Senator has 
been using for some time, for copies have been 
Jaid upon our tables, and therefore, under all the 
circumstances of the case, | hope the resolution 
will be adopted. 

Mr. BENTON. For many years we have been 
purchasing books unul we bave almost broken 
down under the system. If this is now to be done, 
i wish to have it put on the record, and therefore 
1 call for the yeas and nays on the final passage of 
the resolution. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I do not know that I dis- 
tinctly understand this matter, but if I do itis this: 
In the early part of the session a resolution was 
adopted requiring our Secretary to procure for the 
use of the Senate 2,000 copies of this book. There 
is no compromise under that resolution, unless the 
Secretary has made acontract, If he has made 


none, we are under no obligation to take the books. | 


1 am now prepared to vote for a resolution to re- 


scind the resolution some time since adopted, and || 


against the amendment now presented to the 
Senate. From the letter of the publisher of this 
work which has been read here to-day, I learn un- 
equivocdily that he will make no reduction, and 
that he looks upon it as a contract. Whose fault 
is if that he does so? It is his own, and that is his 
misfortune; and We certainly cannot ve called upon 
to make good any losses he may have sustained. 
i amp satistied that beuer books, in better binding, 
and beuer in every point of view, can be pur- 
chased at hilf the price. 

Mr. BADGER. in answer to a question which 
has been put, | beg “vy io state that | under- 
stand the Secretary, on learning the price of this 
book, declined to make any contract under the res- 
olution, until he should receive further directions 
from the Senate. 

Mr. HALE, I concur in the views of the Sen- 

tor from Missouri with regard to these books. | 


have tried on several occasions to promote more 
economy in the purchase of books for this body, 
bui it seems that economy here runs in veins, | 
tried it when Mr. King’s Califorma report was 
before this body, but it seemed that I did not then 


strike the right vein. So anxious has the Senate 
been to publish and circulate books, that | believe 
in one instance some 1500 or 15,000 copies were 
given to the auttior of it for his own use. 1 wish 
to see some discrimination in the publication of 
works, and as [ hitherto failed to hit the right vein, 
} ask others. to inform me if there is not some law 
of physical geography or otherwise, by which we 
may know when pracical conomy may be applied ? 

Me. DOWNS, The resolution adopted by the 
Senate directed the Secretary to procure from Mr. 
J. Ross Brown two thousand copies of the debates 
and proceedings in the Caitormia Convention, 
provided the same could be furnished at a sum not 
exceeding the price to subscrib:rs and others. 
Now, 't do not say that there hus been & contract 
entered into, but there was such an assurance given 
by the adoption of this resolution as to induce tue 
publisher to incur some expense in their prepara- 
ucn. “The resolution directs the Secretary to buy 
a cerwin number of copies at the price at which 
the publisher should sell them to others, and he 
tells us that bis price is $2. That resolution 
means something; he proceeded to publish the 
book, and I think ae a matter of justiee the book 
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should be taken. 1 am not generally in favor of 
encouraging the purchase of books, but this work 
has been read and used by Senators for some time 
past, and now that we have got all the advantage 
of the book, we ougit not to turn round and say, 


| you ask too much for it. | hope the resolution will 


be adopied. 
Mr. RUSK, The original resolution was passed 
some Ume ago, before the publication of the book; 


| and if 1tdid not operate us an inducement to this 
| publisher, | do not know what would be an induce- 


ment. Hie has gone on and produced his book, 


and now it is not a question whether we will buy 


it. If wedid not mtend to take the book, we 
| should not have ind:.ced this man to have incurred 


expense In its publication. In the adopuon of such 
resoluuons we should ve more guarded. ‘This res- 
olution is in such loose ters that if it was now 


| before us as an original resolution | would not vote 
| for it; but beiog passed, we cannot refuse to take 
| the books. 


Mr. PRATT. On this subject there is no nega- 
if we vote against this resolution the 


original resolution remains in force. Some of us 


of these buoks, Lut unless the question can In some 


| way be divided we have no negative, 


Mr. HAMLIN. I 


think the Senator from 


we vuie down the am 


resolution to rescind we original resoluuon, 
Atter a few words from Mr. BRIGHT and 
Others, the amendment was adopted as reporied 


by the committee. 


Mr. BENLON withdrew his call for the yeas 


}and nays, and the resolution as amended was 
| adopied, as fullows: 


Resolved, ‘That the resolution of the Senate, adopted the || 
15 day of April tast, auciorizing Wie purchase irom Jotun | 

| Riss Brown of two Wiousaid Copics vt the debates 1m the 
| Ualioruia Couveution, be aud Lie same Is hereby resctuded ; | 
and tliat the said Secretary be directed lo purciiase two | 


tuvusaud Cupics of said debates ula price nul exceeding One 


| doliar aud Oly ceuts per volume. 


THE CALEB GRIMSHAW. 


Mr, KING, from the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which were reier: he several me- 


| moriais relating to the conduct of Captain David 


Couk in saving the crew of the American ship 


| Caleb Grimshaw, reported a joint resviution au- 
| thorizing the presentation of a gold medal to Dawid 
| Cook, waster of the English barque Sarah. 


Ou the metion of Mr. KING, tue resolution was 


| read a first and secoud time, and the Senate pro- 
| ceeded to its consideration as in Committee of the 


Whole. 

Mr. KING. The resolution now before the 
Senaie, | presume, is sufficiently plain. It explains 
iself. Perhaps there has not, in the history of 
our times, been manifested greater liberality and 


greater devotion to the culls of humanity than were || 


manifested by this individual in endeavoring to 
save the ship Caleb Grimshaw. 
been burning for many days, and a portion of the 
crew attempied to make their escape. Some thirty 


| or forty of the persons on board of her did escape; 


the residue, consisting of some three hundred and 
ninety passengers, iu the last extremity, when the 


| fire was about bursting through the decks, were 
| rescued by this individual, and taken on board his | 
| vessel, where he treated them with great kindness, 


and furnished them with everything which it was ir 


| his power to furnish them; and he tuok them into 
| port to the American Consul, who sent them home. 
| 1 hope this joint resolution will be passed. unani- 


mously; for 1 think we should give this slight 
token of our estimation of such honorable service. 

No amendment being offered, the resolution was 
reporied back to the Senuie aud ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading, and was read a third 
ume and passed, 


THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 


Mr.. UNDERWOOD, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtuimed leave to bring in a bill suppie- 
mentary to the act entitied ** An act providing for 
the taking of the seventh and subsequent ceususes 
of the Uuited Staies, and to fix the number of the 
members of the House of Representatives, and to 
provide for the future apportionment among the 
several Siates.’”’ 

‘The bill was read by its title. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. | ask the Senate to con- 
sider this bill at this time withuut referring it to a 


| 


That vessel had || 


gency, I think it expedient to print the bit} 
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committee. After drawing up the bill I sent ; 

the Secretary of the Interior to ascertain thethe 
it would be satisfactory to him, and 1 have je. 
ceived his approval of it. As the Senate will ad. 


Journ over to-morrow to Monday, I i it wi 
be disposed of to-day. ¥> * hope it will 


The bill was taken up for considerati i 
Committee of the Whole. . Cone 


Mr. CLAY. Unless there is some great 






ur- 


that we may see if its provisions may not be ‘til 


further extended. I should. be glad ‘to see some 
provision by which we shall obtain a full deseri 


on of the population in the territories, whether 
|| civilized or uncivilized, Americans or Mex, 
|| Spanish or otherwise, 


cans, 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, I do not know that 
there is any pressing neceseity for its passage to. 
day; but it is important that some provision should 
be made to pay the expense of taking the cengys 
in California and Oregon, as | have been informed 
that the sum now allowed is insufficient, 

Mr. CLAY. So | supposed, but let it lie over 


/ unl Monday. 
| are opposed to paying anything for the purchase || 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have no objection. 
The further consideration of the subject was 


| therefore postponed to Monday next, and the bij 
| was ordered to be printed. 

| Maryland will tiud no difficulty in the case, for if || 
met now reported by | 
| the committee we may vuole for the adopuon of the 


ALABAMA RAILROAD. 
Mr. KING said he was rot in the habit of ask. 


| ing indulgence at the hands of the Senate, but he 


would be gratified if the body would induige him 


by taking up the bill No. 37, being the vill grant. 
| ing to the State of Alabama the right of way anda 
| donation of public land for making a railroad from 
| Selma to the Tennessee river. 


The motion was agreed to. 
Mr. &ING. 1| now move to strike out all after 
the enacting clause, and insert a substitute which 


|| | have prepared in precisely the same terms, ex- 
| cept as to the names of the termini, as the bills 
|| which the Senate has passed within a few days 

| for the State of Missouri and others, This pro- 


posed railroad is designed to connect the Tennes- 
see river with Mobile bay. The amendment pro- 


| poses to grant alternate sections of land w the 
|| State for that purpose, doubling the price of the 
| sections reserved. 


As the country through which 
the line will pass has been well picked already, 
we shall receive but little; but still there are sone 


| lands that it will be desirable to have, on account 


of thetimber upon them, This line, | may add, 
will pass through the mineral region of Alabama, 
which it is desirable to open. ‘Uhis bill may grant 


but little to Alabama, but still, the little that it j 


does give may facilitate the construction of that 
road, and afford the means of transporting to 
market the productions of the mines. 

The amendment was agreed to, the bill was 
then reported to the Senate, the amendment con- 
curred in, the bill was ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading,and was read a third time and 


RAILROADS. 


Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which were referred the following me- 
morials: From citizens of lowa on the subject of 
a railroad from the Missouri river to the Pacific; 
resolutions of the Legislature of Lowa in favor of 
a grant of land for a railroad from Davenport to 
Council Bluffs; several memorials of citizens of 
Illinois for a grant of land for the Alton and Terre 
Haute railroad; memorial of citizens of lowa for 
a grant of land fora railroad from Burlington to 
Council Bluffs; and two memorials from citizevs 
of lowa relative to a railroad from Davenport to 
Council Bluffs, asked to be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same; which was 
agreed to. ; : ; 7 

Also, from the same committee, to which was 
referred the bill granting to the State of Missis- 
sippi the right of way and a donation of public 
land for the purpose of locating and constructing 
a railroad from Brandon to the eastern border of 
said State, in the direction of Mon y, Ala- 
bama, reported back the same with an aneniment 
striking out all after the enacting clause and sub- 
stitutigg a new biil. ‘ 

Also, from the same, committee, to which was 
referred the bill granting to the States of Alabama 
and Mississippi, respectively, a eee 
lands, to aid in the constru of a railroad from 
the city of ‘to the mouth of the Obio river, 
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